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Introduction 

 

 

 

  

Kanji tattoos cover an entire genre of tattoo designs, but 

Japanese kanji account for nearly twenty percent of tattoo 

design searches. Kanji is one of the three common Japanese 

alphabets (the other two are Katakana and Hiragana). Kanji is a 

set of ideographic symbols (symbols that represent ideas) 

developed in China, and is extremely difficult to learn. This is 

mostly because there are well over a thousand Kanji symbols in 

everyday use in Japan, plus around another thousand that are 

used more occasionally! Not only this, but the context they are 

used in can change the pronunciation of each symbol quite 

considerably. Check out the cool designs below! 
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