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Photography Basics 101 -

Introduction

As the saying goes, “A picture paints a thousand words.” Good photographs, as simple as they
may seem, are capable of catching the eyes of just about anyone. Each photograph tells a
different story — what the character featured in the photograph has gone through and what he or
she is feeling. Hence, photography is a means through which you can express your thoughts
about current situations and issues. Of course, photography can also simply be about saving

those precious moments as eternal memories which you can look back on someday.

Photography goes beyond the simple point-and-shoot techniques that most amateur
photographers employ. Many a times, photography can prove to be very technical, with various
things which you should look out for when you are taking a photograph. To compose a great
picture, you would have to take note of various factors which will affect the outcome such as
lighting. Even after you have taken the photograph, you will also have to use image processing
techniques in order to develop it, As such; photography is certainly an art which cannot be
easily mastered. However, it is not impossible to become a good professional photographer as
long as you follow some tips, gain some prior knowledge and pick up your camera to practice. If
you would like to learn more about photography and how you can improve your skills, you
should start from the very first step of learning about the various photography styles. After
deciding on what kind of photographs you would like to specialise in, you will then be able to
focus on that particular direction so as to sharpen your skills. You should also learn more about
what to do and expect when you are just embarking on your photography venture and how you
can improve your photography skills so that you will also be able to take photographs that tell

stories to the world.
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The Different Photography Styles You Should Know

These days, there are many career opportunities people can take advantage of with the use of
their skills and talents. One of which is photography, and if you are interested in it, then you
should become more familiar to the different photography styles that are used in this kind of

industry.

By knowing the different styles in photography, you would be equipping yourself with the
necessary knowledge necessary for coming up with an informed decision about the kind of style
you want to adapt. This is important, since the kind of style you adapt would be one of the

determining factors of your success in the world of photography.

Some of the more popular styles in photography you may soon come across with include

fashion, portrait, wedding, and wildlife photography.

With fashion photography, you have to be flexible enough, since your photography would hugely
depend on the vision of the shoot director. One of the ways to envision this type of photography
style is to think of photographs found in women’s magazines. As you would see in different
magazine ads, women are photographed in a way that it puts an emphasis on certain items
worn by the models, such as their shoes, make-ups, bags, jeans, and so much more. Thus, you

need to adapt to a style of shooting pictures that would showcase something fashionable.

Portrait and wedding style photography would fall into a similar type of category, since both of

these photography styles would highlight all the things that are beautiful in human life. If you are
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a photographer at a wedding, you would need to be able to capture every single special
moment on film throughout the entire event as memories for the bride and groom. After the
wedding, the couple, as well as their family and friends, will be able to reminisce while looking at
said photos. In other words, if you are the wedding photographer, you should be able to identify
those special moments such as the first kiss as man and wife, the slicing of the cake, because

you will not receive any reminders on when to press that shutter.

During weddings, portrait style of photography can also be used since there are times when you
would be focusing on a person, the couple, or a group of people during the said event, and your

goal is to capture them in the best light possible.

Wildlife style of photography would be a choice for people who want to be close to animals,
since you will be spending a lot of time with them, in order for you to capture the great moments.
Picture staying out in the wild, just meters away from a pack of wolves, waiting for the perfect
shot. While you may have to stay in the sun for long periods of time, the sight of your

photographs will definitely be rewarding.

These are the styles of photography you can select from, when you start your photo-shooting

career. You should study them well before making a sound decision.
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Things You Need To Start Your Interest in Photography

Many people are interested in pursuing a career in photography, especially those who are
artistic and creative. This is because taking photographs can also be a way in expressing
yourself. On top of that, you can indeed make a good profit from the photos that you would be

taking.

To get started in photography though, you need to know that it involves a number of things,

including the need to make important decisions about it.

One of the things you need to decide on is the style of photography you want to adapt. You
need to choose from wildlife, sports, wedding, fashion, architectural, and many other
photography styles. This step is important, because each of the styles would require different
kinds of skills from you, and the style you would adapt to is an important factor in attaining

success in your photography career.

Once you get decided on the kind of photography style you want to pursue, the next thing you
want to get your hands on is a digital camera with optimum performance. It should be something
that has good lenses, flash, and other certain features that should make picture taking for you
more comfortable and effective. Keep in mind that these types of cameras may be a bit pricey;
thus, if you are still not certain about the photography style you want to adapt, then it is best that

you start with something that is more economical.
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If you start with a camera that is not that high-end and realize belated that you need something

with more advanced features, then you can easily sell it and add the proceeds to your budget.

Another piece of equipment you would need is a good performing computer that has a good
amount of memory in it, since digital pictures can take up a lot of space, especially if you take a
lot of them. If you already have a computer, you won'’t need to buy a brand new one. However,
once you start earning some money from your photography work, you can always purchase a

new PC that would be solely dedicated to your career.

Don’t forget that your computer should be equipped with the necessary software programs such
as Photoshop, since this will be a great help in making sure that your pictures would look as

perfect as they can be.

Once you have accumulated a good number of pictures, it is time that you expose them to your
target audience by launching your own website for it. Do not forget to include your contact
details on your site, so that people wouldn’t have a hard time in getting in touch with you. You
can also submit some of your photos to a number of photo sites that would showcase them to

companies and advertisers who may pay you in using them.

These are some of the things you need in order to start your photography business. Be sure
take these points into consideration so that you will be able to jumpstart your career at the right

foot.
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Tips On How To Improve On Your Photography Skills

Photography is a very interesting subject, and many people are researching about it because it
is also a good career to pursue. Starting a career with photography is no joke, since it would
require certain things from you on top of your time and effort. To succeed in professional
photography, you would require more than just a digital camera, a computer, software programs
and a studio. Therefore, it is best that you hone your photography skills, so that you will be able
to attract more customers by first providing utmost satisfaction to your current ones. To help you

achieve that, here are some tips for improving your photography skills.

One of the things that you should know is that, the closer you are to your subject when you are
taking its picture, the more you would be able to utilize the frame. It is a good idea to fill the
frame as much as possible, since after all, the main thing that the photo would feature is your
subject, and you wouldn’t want any distractions to draw the viewer’s attention away from it. This
can be achieved by getting as close as possible to your subject; but if that is not possible, then

you can make use of the zoom feature of your camera.

When you are shooting pictures of a live subject, you need to remember that the best way to do
it is to keep your lenses at the subject’s eye level. This would greatly improve the quality of your
pictures, and you will be able to see the difference when you try it out. For example, if you are
going to take a picture of your pet dog, try to squat or kneel in order for you to be at the dog’s

eye level before you aim and shoot.




One of the crucial factors in taking pictures is lighting. Therefore, you need to be conscious with
regards to where the source of light is situated, as lighting will affect the nuance and mood of
the photograph. In other words, if you are taking a portrait of a child, do not let him stand facing
away from the sunlight, since the result of the picture would be poor. All you can see in the

photo would be the glaring light and just a shadow of your subject.

You should also familiarize yourself on the different features of your DSLR camera, since there

are certain features which you can adjust in accordance to the kind of picture you want to take.

Keep these tips in mind and try to apply them so that you will soon see the difference on the
guality of pictures you take. Practice makes perfect, and the more you experiment with different
subjects and different photography technigues, the more you will be able to grow as a

photographer.




Conclusion

In conclusion, photography is definitely something which you will be able to pick up as long as
you put in your effort and practice often. When you are taking photographs, be sure to take note
of the various things that make up a good photograph, such as the shutter speed, colour and
lighting. Out of these components of a good photograph, lighting is probably the most important,
especially since the word photography itself means “drawing with light.” As such, be sure to
consider these things and evaluate how well you have done as you look at the final product.
Besides the tips above, you may also choose to check for photography communities or forums
online. You will be able to get to know more avid lovers of photography whom you can share
tips with. If you have any problems or questions, you will also be able to get them answered at

these communities.

With these tips, you will definitely be able to conquer photography!




