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How to deal with the WordPress visual editor 
stripping out line breaks. How to add a line 
break to your post.

This problem can be theme 
specific.  

Sometimes the above 
solution won’t even work, 
and sometimes it simply 
takes a hard enter to 
accomplish this.

If this doesn’t work for you, 
consider a theme switch.

One of the most annoying parts of dealing with WordPress can be the issues that 

the Visual Editor cause.  One of these issues is that it often strips out line breaks.  

If you hit enter a couple extra times, that won’t help once you publish the post.  

Even if you take it a step further and actually add <br>’s via the HTML editor, 

they will still get stripped out.  

If you do a Google search on this issue, many people will recommend turning off 

the visual editor and just using the HTML version of the WordPress editor. Well 

that is great if you are comfortable with HTML, but what about those of us who 

aren’t?  Turning off the visual editor for myself isn’t an option.  It is an even 
worse solution if you are developing WordPress sites for other people. Luckily 

there is an easy solution using some inline css.  If you want to add some extra 

white space then instead of using <br> use the following code:

<p style="text-align: center;"></p>

Just use this code wherever you want to add a white line of space.  Make sure 

there is nothing between the sets of brackets and that you add it in the HTML 
editor.



How to Center a YouTube video (and other 
embedded content).

Centering your YouTube 
videos simply looks more 
professional.  

There is something that 
doesn’t seem aesthetically 
pleasing when a video is left 
justified in a blog post.

When I am browsing blogs, aesthetics matter.  If a site is eye catching, neat and 

orderly then I am more likely to stick around.  One issue that drives me crazy is 

when a post has left justified videos.  It looks better to have the video centered.

It just looks more organized.  One reason so many people don’t center their 

videos is because it can be a pain in the neck.  In fact, when centering any flash 

object it can be a pain.  With a picture, you add it and then you just hit “center” 
in the visual editor and are good to go.  Same with titles and text.  Embeddable 

objects like YouTube videos and Divshare players are a bit different and that 

won’t work.  Even wrapping it in center tags doesn’t always do the trick.  Luckily 

once again some inline CSS in the html editor does the trick! Just add your 

youtube code between the two sets of brackets:  

<div style="text-align: center;"></div>



How to do basic customizations to your 
WordPress theme AND How to use the Firefox 
browser and Firebug add-on

Firefox is not the fastest 
browser out there (Chrome 
may be), but it has many 
add-ons that can make the 
life of blogger and/or 
internet marketer much 
easier.

The above picture is what you will see when you 
enter the editor.  The red area is where you can 
actually edit the code.  To the right of that area are 
the different templates that control the different 
aspects of your WordPress site (i.e. header, footer 
etc..)  Below the red area is an Update File button, 
this button will make your changes official.

One of the most intimidating steps to take when getting 

in depth with WordPress is tackling the Theme Editor.  

The Theme editor is found underneath the Appearance 
heading in the WordPress dashboard menu.

From this area you can edit the actual files that create your theme.  You can 

also completely break your site so you have to be very careful.



This is a very sensitive area, especially if you donʼt know any PHP or HTML 
code.  You can certainly break your website messing around in this area.  
Every time I edit a file in the Editor I first copy everything in the red window 
from above, and paste it into a text file (donʼt use Word, use a plain text editor). 
This way, if I do break my blog, I can simply paste the code from the text file 
and then hit Update File to fix it.

The most common use for this area will be to add code to your header or 
footer (analytics, webmaster tools etc...).  You simply choose the header or 
footer file from the list on the right of that page, and then insert the code where 
you are told. 

The second most common use will be changing style aspects of your site like 
font size, font color, heading size, bullet margins etc...  In almost cases this will 
be controlled by a CSS file.  On that right hand list, usually near the bottom you 
will find a file named something like stylesheet.css.  Regardless of what it is 
called it will end in .css.  If you check out this file you will see all of the page 
elements listed with different variables. The problem is how do you know which 
element to change?

If you look at your webpage and see some text you want to change, how do 
you know what text that is?  Is it body, heading, link, list?  You might be able to 
tell just by looking, but there is a plugin for the Firefox web browser (firebug) 
that makes this simple:

Firefox: http://www.mozilla.com/en-US/firefox/
Firebug Addon: https://addons.mozilla.org/en-US/firefox/

addon/firebug/

http://www.mozilla.com/en-US/firefox/
http://www.mozilla.com/en-US/firefox/
https://addons.mozilla.org/en-US/firefox/addon/firebug/
https://addons.mozilla.org/en-US/firefox/addon/firebug/
https://addons.mozilla.org/en-US/firefox/addon/firebug/
https://addons.mozilla.org/en-US/firefox/addon/firebug/


The first link above is for the Firefox browser, it is free and a significant 
upgrade from Internet Explorer, especially for the website owner or blogger. It 
might not be the fastest web browser out there but it has a ton of add-ons that 
give it a real edge.

The second link is for the Firebug add-on for Firefox.  This is a web 
development tool with many uses, but later on we will focus on just one very 
useful tool it provides. 

Once you have downloaded and installed Firefox, use it to navigate to the add-
on link.  Follow the on screen instructions to install the add-on.  Once installed 
the firebug icon will appear at the bottom of your browser, in the status bar:

As you can see, a small bug like icon is added, and you can click on this to turn 
Firebug off and on.  For our purposes we wonʼt need to click this on or off.  In 
fact for now, just keep it off.  It will be grayed out when off.

Besides the icon in the status bar, you also get an addition in your “right click” 
menu.  Now when you right click on a webpage you get an “inspect element” 
addition to the menu.



When you right click anything on a web page the 
circled option will appear.

The menu on the left is from a Mac based computer, 
but a Windows right click menu will also have this 
new option.

This option will inspect elements of your website.  So 
if you find a an element you want to change, say for 
example a subtitle on your webpage, then just 
highlight it with you mouse and right click on the 
highlighted area:

Once you have the right click menu up, just click on Inspect Element and a new 
window will open up taking up the bottom third of your web browser.



This window is where you can figure out what element you are dealing with.

In the above picture, I highlighted a heading, right clicked on it and then chose 
inspect element (area highlighted is shown by horizontal arrow at top of screen).

All the information about that heading is found in the bottom left of the webpage, 
where firebug opened.  There is an arrow pointing to this area as well.  The 
arrow is pointing right at the name of the element.  I now know this is “h2”.  
Below that is all of the style rules for that element.  You an actually change 
these values to test what it will look like.  Only you will see the changes not your 
web visitors.

Now that you know what the name of the element is, you can head back to your 
WordPress theme editor, choose the CSS file (most likely) and search for “h2”.  
Here you can change things like the font etc...

Make sure you back up before you make any changes, and click update file to 
make your changes live.



How to use plugins to optimize your 
WordPress site for Google (SEO)

These SEO plugns will help 
in all search engines at least 
somewhat although 
currently Google has such 
an overwhelming market 
share that it is far and away 
our target

Yet Another Related Posts Plugin - This plugin will 
automatically link to other related posts at the bottom 
of your posts.  This will hopefully keep people on your 
site.  From an SEO outlook, it helps by funneling 
search engines through all of your content.  Makes 
your posts easier to find for sites like Google. 

SEO stands for Search Engine Optimization, and it means to make your site as 

friendly to the search engines as possible.  Your goal is to get your site to rank 

higher in the search results.  This is one of the best ways to get traffic to your 
blog.

For the purposes of this tip, we will look at the plugins that can be simply added 

to make your site more powerful or relevant in the eyes of Google.  All 

WordPress blogs will benefit from the following plugins:

All In One SEO Pack - This is a very popular plugin for WordPress and most 

savvy users have it installed.  It will help you handle your META and TITLE tags, 

automatically, as well as let you specify these tags for each page or post.  It is 

simple to use and can run as is, once you install it.  You will have to go to the 
settings, to enable this plugin though.

Google XML Sitemaps - This plugin will create a sitemap for your website.  A 

sitemap is something that Google values, and with a blog it is especially 

important.  This plugin will also notify the search engines when your sitemap 
changes.  For example, when you add a new post.

http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/yet-another-related-posts-plugin/
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/yet-another-related-posts-plugin/
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/all-in-one-seo-pack/
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/all-in-one-seo-pack/
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/google-sitemap-generator/
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/google-sitemap-generator/


SEO Friendly Images - When it comes to SEO, the ALT and TITLE tags of your 

pictures matter.  The ALT tag describes your image to search engines and the 

TITLE tag produces the tooltip when a user hovers over the picture.  This plugin 
will automatically fix the alt and title tags of your pictures according to the 

options you set.

ShareThis - This plugin will add a ShareThis button to you posts.  This will allow 

people to share your posts in a number of ways.  Tthe SEO benefits might not 
be apparent right away, but if people are sharing your post it may be generating 

backlinks.  Add that to the fact that Google is moving towards a more real time 

based search.  If your blogpost is being virally posted to Twitter and Facebook, 

it could mean it popping up at the top of searches.

FD Feedburner Plugin - Feedburner is a great blogging tool.  It basically controls 

your RSS feed.  Many people find a Feedburner RSS feed more professional, so 

it helps for first impressions.  It also lets you track the people that subscribe to 

your RSS feed,  To top it off Google now owns Feedburner, and using it could 

potentially boost your site’s relevance in Google. Considering all of the other 
benefits, it is basically a no brainer to add Feedburner to your site.  This plugin 

will help with the process.

Easy Policy Privacy - If you use Google Adsense you need a privacy policy, but 

here is something people might not know, a privacy policy can help your Google 
rankings.  I know this because it came straight from a meeting at the Toronto 

Google offices and that is the one tidbit they were willing to share. This plugin 

has some templates that make it really simple.

There are a lot of plugins available for WordPress but if you are using all of these 
listed ones, you will have a leg up over other bloggers.

Install them today, and learn all you can about how to use them.  You will thank 

me when your site is ranking higher than ever on Google!

http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/seo-image/
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/seo-image/
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/share-this/
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/share-this/
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/feedburner-plugin/
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/feedburner-plugin/
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/easy-privacy-policy/
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/easy-privacy-policy/


How to increase interaction with your blog’s 
readers using WordPress plugins.

Taking steps to boost the 
interaction between your 
blog and your web visitors 
will mean a lower bounce 
rate, and more time on site.

Comment Rating - Much like the above plugin, this 
will allow readers to rate a certain aspect of your site.  
In this case it allows them to rate comments.  Highly 
rated comments will be bumped, while lower rated 
ones will be hidden.  The benefits are the same as 
the above plugin for the most part.

One of the best ways to increase the time people stay on your site, and to keep 

them coming back, is to increase the interactivity of your blog.  This gives 

people a stake in your site, they will feel more connected.  It can help you retain 
readers, increase comments and reduce your bounce rate.

The following plugins will increase user interaction on your blog:

CommentLuv - This plugin is designed to increase your comments.  It is a very 
simple plugin and will add a button to your comments that will let your readers 

add a link to their latest blog post.  This is a great and simple way to encourage 

people to comment on your website.

WP-PostRatings - This plugin adds a rating system to your blog posts.  This is 
useful in two ways.  First, it shows you exactly what type of content your 

readers enjoy.  Secondly, it gives people a chance to give their input to your site, 

in turn making them feel more invested.  It is a win-win.

http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/comment-rating/
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/comment-rating/
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/commentluv/
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/commentluv/
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/wp-postratings/
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/wp-postratings/


DISQUS - This is a plugin that will replace your comment system entirely.  it will 

install seamlessly though, and add a lot of interactivity to your comments.  First 

off people will be able to log in in a lot more ways (including Facebook login).  
They will also be able to “like” your post.  The comments will be threaded, there 

will be some great subscription options as well as spam filtering.  Lastly the 

DISQUS discussion community is large, and this allows your blog to tap into 

that community.

WP Greet Box - This plugin will greet your web visitors with a welcome message  

that is tailored to how they visited your site.  If they got there via Digg, it will 

prompt them to Digg your post.  If they found it through a Twitter link they will 

be prompted to retweet and follow you on Twitter.  This is a great way to get 

people to interact with your blog.

Top Commentators Widget - This plugin will add a widget that you can use to 

display the top commenters on your blog. This is one way you can acknowledge 

your most loyal followers.  It also promotes a bit of competition, and that is 

never a bad thing.  This is a great way to increase your comments.

Contact Form 7 - There are a lot of contact form plugins out there, and this is 

one of the easier ones to use.  I think adding a contact form to your blog’s 

contact page can add a lot of interaction.  It gives people a simple way to 

contact you with questions and comments.  It also saves you from adding your 
email address directly to the contact page,and risking it being scraped and 

added to spamming lists.

http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/disqus-comment-system/
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/disqus-comment-system/
http://omninoggin.com/wordpress-plugins/wp-greet-box-wordpress-plugin/
http://omninoggin.com/wordpress-plugins/wp-greet-box-wordpress-plugin/
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/top-commentators-widget/
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/top-commentators-widget/
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/contact-form-7/
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/contact-form-7/


How to take advantage of Feedburner on your 
WordPress blog.

Feedburner is a great tool 
to use for any blog. besides 
all of the stats you can see, 
it is also owned by Google 
and using it may contribute 
to your Google rankings.

The first step you should take is to sign up for 
Feedburner.  To do that, your first step is to visit the 
Feedburner site: 

http://www.feedburner.com/

We mentioned Feedburner in a previous lesson, since we only glossed over it 

there we wanted to add a full lesson.  Feedburner integration should be one of 

the first things you do when setting up your blog.  The advantages of using it 
include:

• Track your RSS feed subscriptions

• Easily offer email subscription for your feed

• Looks more professional - The URL will be cleaner
• Abstraction - If you have to change the source URL of your feed, you will 

still be able to keep the same Feedburner URL, so you won’t lose 

subscribers.

• Adsense Integration - Make money from your feeds.

• Google likes it.  Google owns it.  You want your blog to rank on Google, so 
you want to use it.

• Monitor multiple feeds from one single Feedburner account.

http://www.feedburner.com/
http://www.feedburner.com/


You can either log in with a current Google account or create a new one.  Once 

logged in, the first thing you will have to do is claim your feed

You enter your feed into the form above, and click “next”.  Most likely your feed 

address will be something like the format in the above image.  If you have the 

firefox browser, you can click the little blue RSS symbol in your address bar 
when on your site to get the exact Feed URL.

In this next section, you will be asked to enter a Feed Title and your Feed 

Address.  I would keep this part simple.  The Feed Title is for your own uses, 

and I would keep it the same as your blog title.  That way, if you have multiple 
feeds it will be easy to figure out what feed belongs to what blog.  Your Feed 

address is the link that people will use for your feed.  Keep it very simple and 

easy to remember.  The simpler and easier the better.  A nice looking feed URL 

is one of the main benefits of Feedburner, so don’t mess that up by making it 

hard to remember.  Click next when you are done...



You are now officially hooked up with Feedburner.  It was THAT simple.

Once you get to the above screen, you can go ahead and click on “skip directly 

to feed management”, and we can begin to take your Feedburner feed to the 

next level.  When you click that you will see a navigation menu:

The two areas of the menu we will focus on in this lesson is Optimize and 

Publicize.

On the optimize page, you will see this menu.  You 

can activate anything you want, but I strongly 

suggest you activate the two settings that are check 
marked in the picture at the very least.

BrowserFriendly makes sure your feed looks good 

and is easy to subscribe to on any browser.

SmartFeed ensures your feed looks as good as 

possible on all RSS readers.



The next step you want to take, is to click on the publicize tag...

You can check out any of the options you want, here but for this lesson we will 

focus on one: Email Subscriptions.  If you click this you can activate email 

subscription...which you should! Once you have activated it you will see the 
above screen.  Here you can get code to add to your blog.  I find that the 

Typepad code (you can select from a view different types) works best on 

WordPress.  You simply copy and paste this code into a text widget and add it 

to your sidebar.  If you feel confidant with your coding skills, you can even add 

it to your header with the WordPress Theme Editor.

The last thing to remember, is to check out the Analyze tab. This will let you 

view a number of different statistics about your feed and subscribers.

Congrats on taking a big leap forward, by integrating your blog with 
Feedburner.  Check out these WordPress plugins that are related to 

Feedburner, for even more functionality:

Feedburner Plugins

http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/search.php?q=feedburner&sort=
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/search.php?q=feedburner&sort=
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/search.php?q=feedburner&sort=
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/search.php?q=feedburner&sort=


How to exclude pages from your WordPress 
blog’s search.

Sometimes you want one of 
your pages to be hidden for 
some purpose.  Even if you 
hide it form navigation it 
might come up in searches 
on your site.  This technique 
will address that issue.

function SearchFilter($query) {
if ($query->is_search) {
$query->set('post_type', 'post');
}
return $query;
}
add_filter('pre_get_posts','SearchFilter');

Once you add the code, click Update File and pages 
will be hidden from search.

The WordPress search is not the greatest of all searches out there.  One thing 

that many people find annoying is that the search brings up pages instead of 

just posts.  In general your readers will want to search for your posts a.k.a. your 
content.  The pages aren’t needed in search because they are right in the 

navigation.  If you have a hidden page that is not in nav, you almost certainly 

don’t want that coming up

With this very simple step you can avoid that common annoyance and you can 
do it without adding a bulky plugin.

It is a good thing we already talked about the WordPress 

Theme Editor because you will have to access it for this 

step.  When you are in WordPress look for Editor under 
Appearance and NOT Plugins.

Once you have opened the editor, then check the right 

hand menu for a functions.php file.  Now it is as simple, 
as pasting the following code into that functions.php file:
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A primer on how to use the custom menus in 
WordPress

Not all themes are custom 
menus ready, check out the 
custom menu settings in 
your WordPress back office 
and it will tell you if your 
current theme takes 
advantage of this great new 
feature. 

Once you have clicked on “menus”, you will see the 
above pane on the right of the page.  The first step is 
to name your menu, and click “create menu”.  Donʼt 
worry, this wonʼt change your nav yet. You just have 
to create a menu in order to edit it.

Add a name for the menu in the field, and click 
“create menu”.

In WordPress 3.0 they introduced Custom Menus.  This allows you to create 

your own navigation menus with way more flexibility.  Now it is very simple to 

exclude pages from navigation, add categories or redirect a nav button to an 
outside page.

You will find the link to access the new menus in your 

WordPress dashboard.  Under the Appearance heading, 

you will see “menus”.  Click on that.



Now that you have a menu created you can begin to customize it.  On the left 
hand side of the page (beside the above image) you will see all the ways you 
can customize the menu:

The first area is where you can place the 
menu.  The drop down menu will give tell you 
where your theme supports the custom menu.  
Choose the spot you want to use.

Custom links area allows you to link to anything 
in your navigation.  Simply add the URL or web 
address of the link, and then a label.  The label 
is what will show up in your nav.

The Pages pane lets you add the pages of 
your site.  if you donʼt want a page to appear, 
donʼt choose it.  Check the pages you want to 
add and click “Add to Menu”

Much like the Pages pane, the Categories 
pane will allow you to add categories into your 
navigation.  Add them the same way as 
above.



Once you are done adding what you want to your menu, the right hand of the 
page will look something like this:

All of the items you added to the menu, should appear in this pane.  Each item 
will also have a drop down menu with a couple more ways to customize the 
menu.  You can change the label here, and you can also add a title attribute.  
This title attribute is what will pop up when people hover the mouse over the 
menu item.

When you are done customization, click on save menu and your new menu 
will appear wherever you chose on the theme locations pane.

One last way to use the custom menus is the widget.  WordPress now has a 
custom menus widget, so you can drag your newly formed menu into any 
widget enabled areas on your site.



How to customize and simplify your login 
page.

The login in page on 
WordPress is pretty plain.

If you allow multiple users 
to log into your site, you 
might want to think about 
simplifying the URL and 
adding your own branding 
to the page.

When you add the plugin, there will be a new menu 
item under Settings.  Click this new item, “Custom 
Login”, to start the process to customize your login 
page.

The WordPress login page is pretty clean and is easy to use.  The only real 

problem is that it looks very plain.  It is also essentially the same on all sites.  If 

this doesn't bother you then fine you don’t have to change a thing.  However 
there are a couple reason you might want to customize it:

• You simply want the login page to match your website style.  Personal 

preference.

• You are building a site for a client.  The custom login can be a nice value 
add, that takes little effort.

• If you allow people to register with your blog.  A custom login will look 

more impressive and professional

Changing the login page on your site is actually a pretty simple step and can be 
accomplished with the aid of a plugin:

Custom Login

http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/custom-login/
http://wordpress.org/extend/plugins/custom-login/


Once you click that a page will appear with a bunch of different panes.  We 
will break down each area of the page now...

On the right hand side of the page you will 
see 3 panes of information.

These are basically just links to 
information about the plugin and plugin 
author.  There is also a donate link.

On the bottom is the only really useful link, 
which will allow you to preview your 
custom login page before you go live.

On the top of the left side of the page, you will see the above panes.  The 
top one includes a checkbox to take your changes live.  The one 
underneath seems to just be announcements from the plugin designer.  I 
actually close this pane (small arrow on top left of grey bar) and ignore it.



This pane directly below the last two are where you can make the changes 
to your login page.  Most of the fields are self explanatory.  You can upload 
logos and background images, as well as choose colors for certain 
aspects.

The fields that prompt you for colors, will open a color palette that makes it 
easy to choose the colors.  

You simply make the changes you want, and then you are basically done.  
There is a pane beneath this one for custom CSS and HTML, and under 
that another announcement window you can ignore.

Once you are done, simply check the activate box from earlier, and look at 
the bottom of the page for the Update Settings button and click that.


