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Introduction 



 

If you are thinking about investing in real estate, you should know that you don't have 

to do it alone.  There are several that are thinking of the same thing as you, but don't 

have the proper resources to begin the process.  Building partnerships to invest in real 

estate is one of the great ways to start building an income off of owning land.   

 

One of the benefits of having someone else investing in real estate with you is that it will 

allow for any missed parts of the process to be covered.  This is especially important in 

the beginning of the process.  If you are unsure of different parts to look at with the real 

estate investing or if you don't feel like you can cover all of the areas alone, a partner 

can help in determining what you are missing.  Everything from contract work to 

needing a third person can be handled and put together from missing links.  Two heads 

are always better than one, especially if you are just beginning.   

 

Having a partner to help you with investing can also be beneficial because of 

organizational needs that will need to be met.  Everything from basic paperwork to 

taxes and even procedures can be better when handled by two people.  You will want to 

make sure that everything that is set for your profits is understood by both and 

whatever is missed will be picked up by your partner in order to keep the benefits 

coming in organized.   

 

By having more than one person involved in the investment of real estate properties, 

you will be able to set your goals, keep standards and move forward in the business.  

Finding the right person who has the necessary tools will ensure that you will be 

successful.  Having the right help will provide you the ability to continue to expand your 

business and make plenty of profit from real estate sales. 

 

 

 

Protecting Your Assets 
 

When you have something, you want to make sure that you keep it.  By investing in the 

right types of protection and insuring your real estate property and the things that you 

hold inside of it, you will have the ability to keep the things that are valuable or have the 

ability to replace them.  One of the ways that you can ensure protection of your 

property is by asset protection.   

 



Asset protection is a plan that is designed to protect your real estate and the things that 

you own inside of the real estate.  If any type of financial disaster occurs, you will have 

replacements and ways to ensure that the value of your property isn't lost, even if 

something unexpected happens.   

 

If you are just looking into asset protection, you will want to look at possible options 

through your own investigation or through talking to a lawyer.  An analysis will be taken 

of the amount of money that you can protect as well as how your valuables are linked to 

the demographics of the area.  Once the assessments have been made, you will be given 

an estimate of how much money you can receive in protection as well as the programs 

that may be best for you.   

 

The asset protection that will be defined when you have this analysis done will vary 

according to the state law.  Retirement and disability benefits are usually not considered 

a part of asset protection.  Personal items may also not be included on asset protection.  

Things such as furniture, clothing, jewelry and other personal assets will most likely not 

be covered.  Some states will allow a certain percentage of these assets to be covered 

instead of providing full coverage. 

 

If you want to make sure that what you have receives the most in case of an accident, 

then your real estate investment shouldn't just include finding the right loan.  It should 

also include looking at the assets and finding the best ways to get the most out of them.  

By protecting what you own, you will be more likely to keep what you love.   

 

 

 

Preventing Downfalls With Your First Home 
 

Walking into your first home is a large step to take.  It is an entirely different process 

that you will follow, with an entirely new set of rules to begin learning.  Because of the 

large changes that occur with buying a first home, there are always those who walk into 

a deal over their head.  Making sure that you don't get the wrong options presented to 

you will help you to invest right the first time.   

 

The major factor that you will need to consider when deciding on your first home is 

where you will stand with the search.  One of the largest mistakes that people make is 

deciding that they like a specific home then only investing in that home by becoming 



emotionally attached to it.  This can cause several problems.  The first is that you may 

not be able to get the home because of something happening in the process.  This can 

be disappointing and tiring.  The second mistake is that you will offer a price that is too 

high or too low.  Make sure that you know exactly what the house is worth and how it 

fits into your needs before becoming attached.   

 

Not only will you need to shut off emotions in order to find and compare homes, but 

you should also do this after you have chosen a home.  Even if you have signed a 

contract for your first home, the process isn't over.  You will have to find a mortgage 

and inspections will have to be made.  If there is a large problem with the home that 

needs to be prepared, or if something goes wrong in the process of the loan, you will 

have to start over again.  If you are prepared and detached until you set foot in the 

house for the last time, it will make the entire process much easier.   

 

From here, you can decide exactly what you can afford and how you will get there.  The 

best place to start is with your credit history.  By knowing your score, you will also be 

able to estimate the type of loan that you will be able to get.  You will want to make 

sure that your bank statements are stable and secure.  There is nothing like walking into 

your first home and not being able to pay the mortgage from the beginning.   

 

By staying detached and logical about your new home, you will have the ability to find 

the best.  Preventing the mistakes in the beginning will save you hours and days of time, 

as well as stop years of hassle that may occur.  Being prepared and honest about what 

you are looking for is an easy way to help with the process.   

 

 

 

Real Estate Bird Dogs 
 

Investment is the number one word for real estate.  However, those who play a part in 

the investment will make a large difference in what is available to you.  Whether you are 

working towards finding real estate property for profit or for your first home, knowing 

where the resources are and what they do can help you find the best deals.   

 

One important person that is part of the real estate investment plan is the real estate 

bird dogs.  The main job of a real estate bird dog is to find property for those who want 

to invest in real estate property.  After they find a property, the investor will then pay 



them a service fee.  The real estate bird dog will have no attachment to the property 

after it is found and given to the investor, leaving the rest of the changes up to the real 

estate investor.  If one is going to invest in a property, they will expect the real estate 

bird dog to find them leads that are valuable and can be sold at a good price.   

 

There are several ways in which a real estate bird dog can find a home and bring it to an 

investor.  Most bird dogs will find property that is being sold by the owner.  When this is 

brought to the investor, they will pay a certain amount to the bird dog.  If someone is 

trying to have their payments taken over because of foreclosure, this can also are 

brought to a real estate company.  Those who have had circumstances take over the 

owning of their property can be recommended to the investor.  For example, a second 

mortgage that can't be paid, a death by the owner of the home, a loss of a job and other 

family or career related issues can be leads for a real estate bird dog.  From here, the 

real estate company can try to sell the home.  If they do, then the real estate bird dog 

will receive a commission for the find. 

 

Understanding the process of real estate, and using the different resources can help you 

to find the best deals and make the best deals.  If you aren't sure where to start, using a 

real estate bird dog is a good way to sniff out what is available to you.  This will give you 

the ability to claim or give away a piece of property on the market.   

 

 

 

 

Building Your Credibility 
 

Whether you are just getting into a new home or are looking for a tenth investment, 

your credit score is important.  This plays a large part in helping you to qualify for the 

amount of money that you want and need.  By keeping up with your credit score, and 

understanding how it will tie into your investment, you can be sure to benefit from the 

points that you have.   

 

Before you get involved in a loan, you will want to check your credit score in order to 

make sure that you will have the ability to get the loan you want.  There are three major 

companies that rate your credit score, giving you points for good credit and how your 

history has related to the credit that you have.  The companies that you can get your 

credit score from are Equifax, Experian, and Transunion.   



 

Credit scores will affect the loan you get because it helps you to be pre-approved for a 

loan.  Lender companies will be more willing to work with you if you have a higher 

score.  They will also have the ability to give you a higher amount of money.  This usually 

means that you are responsible with keeping up with your payments, have a good 

history, and how you have handled things such as overdue payments.  For some, this is 

the only way that loans will be approved.  For others, other factors will be considered, 

such as financial stability, your income and job status.  Before even beginning the 

process of finding real estate, you should make sure that these are in the right place.   

 

By adding up the points you can also add up the abilities that will take place with your 

loan.  Understanding the various elements of your credit score can help you to save 

money, time and to get approved for the loan that you want.  Simply adding it all 

together will be the place that you want to start in order to build your credibility.     

 

 

 

Building Into Home Equity Loans 
 

The last thing that anyone wants after they have moved into a home is to find that 

everything needs prepared.  Whether you have just moved in or are in the process of re-

modeling, you will want to make sure that the home you have is comfortable.  If you 

want to make sure that you keep the finances low key for repair, then make sure that 

you have the right loan.  One option to consider is a home equity loan.   

 

Home equity loans are a loan that allows you to borrow money against your first home 

loan.  For instance, if you have a mortgage, you can take out a second loan against the 

first mortgage, known as a home equity loan.  You can use this extra money in order to 

pay off payments or to refinance your home.  You can borrow up to eighty percent of 

your first loan in order to invest money exactly where you want it.   

 

Home equity loans aren't necessarily to just help you pay off or repair certain things.  

You can use the loans as a way to invest in your home so that it can be improved and 

you are able to profit more off of the changes.  Many will get home equity loans in order 

to improve their home.  Others will get the loans in order to consolidate other bills and 

pay other things off.  This will essentially give them a higher credit score and allow them 

to receive a better standing when higher investments are made.   



 

One of the major considerations to make before getting a home equity loan is whether 

you will be able to profit off of it.  Several will take out the loan which will only add on 

debt instead of help them to take it away because payments are not made.  Because the 

loan is against your home, if you aren't financially stable, you may end up loosing your 

home.  Make sure that you are prepared before you jump into this kind of investment.   

 

If you are looking for a way to improve your home, or to consolidate your credit or to 

simply help pay off your mortgage, then home equity loans are one option.  If you know 

the ropes of this type of loan, you can easily benefit from the various things that it has 

to offer.    

 

 

 

Real Estate Brokers 
 

In a place where everyone's profession affects your lifestyle, you might want to know 

the different roles.  One of the definitions to consider when getting to know those who 

are involved in real estate is the real estate brokers.  By defining this type of 

professional, you will have the ability to find who will be the best for you to work with.   

 

The technical definition of a real estate broker is one who is trained or licensed in real 

estate.  The training that they receive gives them the ability to arrange your needs as 

well as sell you different property.   Beyond this, real estate brokers provide different 

types of financial deals and considerations for the real estate that you are considering 

buying.   

 

In order for a real estate broker to work with you, they must have a license.  This means 

that they will need to pass a written test that relates to different real estate definitions 

and standards.  This is usually part of training that they receive in the classroom.  This 

license comes from the state and has to be renewed either every year or every other 

year, depending on where the broker is practicing.   

 

Usually, a real estate broker will have agents who work underneath them.  The agents 

will do some of the work in selling the property or real estate, and in return get some 

commission from the sale.  Being a broker gives one who is in the real estate business to 

have their own company and have agents working under them for real estate.  Brokers 



will also need to find the properties that can be sold by their particular company.  

Usually, time will be spent by brokers to find the right homes and areas for selling the 

property.    

 

If you want to make sure that your team is put together in a solid way, then using a real 

estate broker is usually a good find.  This will give you the ability to find someone who is 

practiced in various parts of the real estate business, giving you the key to more 

possibilities.   

 

 

 

Signs to Look for in the Market  
 

Finding the signs outside of the door that say 'for sale' aren't enough when you are 

looking at properties for any type of investment.  Real estate is a profession that works 

off of the economy and how the flow of cash is moving through the economy. If you 

want to make sure that you are getting the right deal, you will also want to make sure 

that you are moving into the right market.   

 

The first thing you will want to do when looking at the market is to see what trends are 

taking place at the time.  Typically, there will be two markets to look into.  One is a 

buyer's market, where the prices of real estate will be lower.  The second is a seller's 

market, where it will be better to sell your home.  These will be dependent on the 

economy at the time and the conditions that are linked to the different neighborhoods.   

 

Another sign to look for with any type of real estate is the environment that you will be 

in.  Communities will usually be linked with specific types of people and demographics.  

For example, one area may have more families than older people, while other areas will 

have retired people or farmers.  While there may be some diversity, it is typical that 

specific types of people will be linked to the real estate prices and markets.  If you know 

the demographics of an area, you will also be able to tell when the best time to move is 

and can make observations about the rates of the homes.   

 

If you are able to link the different marketing trends to your real estate, then it simply 

becomes a matter of time before you find exactly what you want.  By observing and 

researching, you can be certain to find exactly what you need for your real estate 

investment.    



 

 

 

The Ladder of Investment 
 

Making an investment of any kind doesn't just mean handing over an extra set of 

hundred-dollar bills. With every large investment, there are specific rules and processes 

that are defined in order to ensure that your money will be going to the right place.  If 

you are investing in real estate, you will want to know what initial investments will be.   

 

If you have found a home and are beginning a process for buying the home, you will 

begin to make some initial investments soon after the first contract is signed.  Most real 

estate investments will require a down payment, which includes a set amount of money 

towards the person that is selling the home.  This will then be put on your credit 

towards the investment that you are making.  If you have extra money set aside, you 

will want to put it in the down payment, as this will make a difference in your 

investment later on and can help with final approvals for the loan that you are receiving.   

 

Another set of investments that you will be making is for any extra costs from the team 

that you have built.  For example, a home inspection will usually cost a small amount of 

money.  There may also be extra fees linked to the lenders paperwork and other things 

that are related to things such as the contract.  Every person that is working with you 

will receive a commission or part of the investment that you are making in the 

beginning.   

 

Before you begin house hunting, make sure that you know about the initial investments 

and how it will affect your bank account. Setting aside a specific amount of money for 

your first home, or knowing how much to include in a down payment after buying a 

second home will help you to make the right investments from the beginning.  You will 

want to make sure that you walk into your dream home with enough money to get you 

completely in the door.   


