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A MESSAGE FROM THE AUTHOR

Ever since I published my book The Teacher’s Big Book of Graphic Organizers, Grades 5–12 (recipient
of the 2013 Teachers’ Choice Award), I’ve had elementary teachers coming to me asking for a book
they could use with their students. I drew upon my years of classroom experience, interviewed scores
of elementary teachers and observed their classrooms, and even experimented on my own children
and their friends. The result is this compendium of graphic organizers for students in grades K–5.

There are many tips and suggestions for using these graphic organizers throughout the book. But
the strongest advice I can offer teachers and parents is to use your imaginations! There is rarely one
and only one appropriate use for any organizer. I have organized them in a way that focuses on the skill
set being developed, rather than just on the subject matter for which they are most appropriate. But
the possible applications are many and varied. For example, the Food Chain Organizer (GO 41) can be
useful for illustrating a sequence of events in science class, plotting a story in literacy class, identifying
the steps in a math problem, or clarifying the important steps of a historical event. The vocabulary
development organizers in Chapter Three can be used as tools for mastering new vocabulary in any
subject. A Venn diagram (GO 2 and GO 3) is useful whether comparing two fictional characters in
literature class or two cloud formations in science class. All of the cause-and-effect graphic organizers
(GO 4, GO 5, and GO 90) are valuable, whether a student is considering the details of an American
Revolutionary War battle, the effect of rain on a desert, or a fictionalized account of St. George slaying
a dragon. In the final chapter I include a number of graphic organizers that have been developed with
specific content matter in mind. But even these—social studies graphic organizers, science graphic
organizers, and mathematics graphic organizers—can sometimes have applications in other areas of
study. Elementary school students are creative and malleable, and these graphic organizers can match
them turn for turn.

Dr. Katherine McKnight
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CHAPTER ONE
What Are Graphic Organizers and Why Are They

So Important for Teaching and Learning?

Graphic organizers are visual representations of information and con-
cepts. By nature, we tend to learn in pictures; as such, the graphic
organizer is a more innate structure for processing information than

recording information exclusively in words. In addition, because graphic
organizers use visual images and words, they are more effective tools for
learning for a wide variety of learners, such as English language learners and
students with special needs.

Why are graphic organizers such effective teaching and learning tools?

• They help students to focus on important and key information.
• We learn in pictures, and graphic organizers are a visual representation of

newly learned material.
• Graphic organizers help us organize content information.
• Businesses and professional organizations often use graphic organizers to

represent content. As students become able to create, interpret, analyze,
and synthesize information graphically, they are developing important skills
in visual literacy.

• We can use graphic organizers for assessment. Students can represent what
they know and understand in a graphic organizer. I always advise teachers
to instruct their students to write an explanation, description, or narrative
of the graphic organizer, explaining why certain information is included
and how it’s organized.

1
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• When students are exposed to a wide variety of graphic organizers, they
become more willing to use them for note taking and studying.

How Is This Book Organized?
Each graphic organizer is presented with an overview, tips for classroom implementation, and
student samples.

Overview
In the overview of each strategy for each organizer, you will see a graphic that illustrates the
complexity or challenge of each: easy, medium, or hard. The overview also contains instructional
information to increase the effectiveness of each graphic organizer in the classroom.

Tips for Classroom Implementation
This section of each organizer presents specific information and suggestions for implementing the
graphic organizer in classroom practice. The following general classroom implementation tips apply
to all graphic organizers:

• ‘‘I Do, We Do, You Do’’ is an instructional strategy wherein the teacher models the completion
of the graphic organizer in the ‘‘I Do’’ step; in ‘‘We Do,’’ the students use the graphic organizer with
the teacher’s guidance and modeling; and in the ‘‘You Do’’ stage, the students are ready to use the
graphic organizer independently.

• Consider making three-dimensional models of the graphic organizers using construction paper
and markers. You’ll find examples of these three-dimensional graphic organizers throughout the book.
This kind of organizer is especially appealing for visual and kinesthetic learners.

• Model the use of different colored markers and pencils for the information and content recorded
on the graphic organizer, and encourage your students to use them. Color-coding is a useful strategy
for all kinds of learners; it is particularly beneficial for students with special needs, who may have a
disability that makes informational organization more challenging.

• Experiment with and use a wide variety of graphic organizers. There are many ways to organize
information. Demonstrate and motivate your students to try multiple graphic organizers and strategies
so that they can think critically about information in a wide variety of ways.

• If you are using graphic organizers with your students for the first time (as in the beginning of
the school year), I suggest that you begin with more simple graphic organizers. Once the students
master these, begin to implement increasingly more difficult and complex ones. Also, encourage your
students to create their own graphic organizers or make adaptations to the ones that you provide.

• When students are working in groups and using graphic organizers, remind them of the skills
that are important for effective collaborative learning. For example, model and discuss turn-taking,
questioning, listening, speaking, and respecting each member of the group.

• Encourage discussion of the concepts and relationships that are represented in the graphic
organizers. These associations are important for student learning.

• Model and remind students that the same information can be represented in many different ways.
• Include vocabulary, pictures, and icons in graphic organizers to place greater emphasis on key

information and relationships to help English language learners and students with special needs grasp
concepts.

2 The Elementary Teacher’s Big Book of Graphic Organizers
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• When using graphic organizers for assessment, make sure that students have already used
them in your classroom. Asking students to create graphic organizers to represent what they know,
understand, and comprehend is also effective. Students who have special needs and may have a
disability that makes writing difficult can more easily complete a graphic organizer, which requires
less writing, to demonstrate their understanding of content. You might also consider conducting a mini
conference with the students so they have the opportunity to explain the relationships and associations
of the material.

• Create an information sheet to send home to parents explaining the structure and purpose of
graphic organizers being used during instruction. When parents understand the purpose of graphic
organizers, they can support their child’s learning. Encourage parents to use the graphic organizers at
home with their children.

Student Samples
The book provides student samples to demonstrate some possible responses to each graphic organizer.
These samples were created by K–5 students.

Summary
Graphic organizers are an effective teaching and learning tool for all types of learners. These
organizational frameworks support students’ thinking and comprehension and also stimulate social
interactions.

I believe in the power of graphic organizers, which is supported by many researchers. When
graphic organizers become part of instruction, there is a greater emphasis on more inquiry, process,
and critical-thinking learning. Better questioning, reasoning, and thinking become more evident among
students and teachers. Teachers often report that when they begin to use graphic organizers in class,
students have a better understanding and retention of newly learned content.

Using a wide variety of teaching and learning strategies leads to the most successful and engaging
classroom experiences for students. Graphic organizers are one type of strategy. I hope that the over
one hundred strategies in this book will support you in meeting the needs of the varied learners within
your classroom.

You can download PDF versions of many of the graphic organizers found in this book at
www.josseybass.com/go/elementaryGO

Password: 56jm29

What Are Graphic Organizers and Why Are They So Important for Teaching and Learning? 3
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CHAPTER TWO
Graphic Organizers for Brainstorming

and Idea Generation

1: ABC Brainstorm
2: Venn Diagram 1
3: Venn Diagram 2
4: Cause and Effect 1
5: Cause and Effect 2
6: Compare and Contrast 1
7: Compare and Contrast 2
8: KWL 1
9: KWL 2

Graphic Organizers 10–17: Idea Generation

10: Idea Generation with 4 Ideas: Linear Model
11: Idea Generation with 6 Ideas: Linear Model
12: Idea Generation with 3 Ideas: Circle Model
13: Idea Generation with 4 Ideas: Circle Model
14: Idea Generation with 6 Ideas: Circle Model
15: Idea Generation: Tree Design
16: Idea Generation: Flower Petal Design
17: Idea Generation: Hand Model
18: Anticipation Guide
19: Previewer
20: Summarizer/Main Idea
21: Idea Web
22: Fishbone
23: Herringbone
24: Y Diagram

5
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1 ABC Brainstorm

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: 2–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium

Overview
The ABC Brainstorm graphic organizer prompts students to recall and
brainstorm information. Use of the ABC format facilitates the organiza-
tion of information. Students are prompted to record information for
each letter, requiring them to dig deeply into prior knowledge about
the concept in order to complete this exercise.

American Flag

Boston Tea Party

Continental Congress

England

French

George Washington

Hessians

Intolerable Acts

John Adams

King George III 

Liberty

Military

American Revolution

No Tea!

Old North Church

Paul Revere

Quartering Act

Red Coats

Stamp Act

Thomas Jefferson

Under cover

Valley Forge

Xavier Cathedral

Yankee Doodle

Zippy Ships

Washington crosses 

the Delaware

ABC
BRAINSTORM

Name __________________________

Date __________________________
TOPIC

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

I

J

K

L

M

N

O

P

Q

R

S

T

U

V

W

X

Y

Z

Henry Squeeber

2/29/12

Declaration of     
Independance

ABC Brainstorm is a highly versatile graphic
organizer that can be applied to before, dur-
ing, and after reading instructional situations.
As an introductory prereading activity, the
ABC Brainstorm facilitates the recall of pre-
vious information as students explore new
content. While a text is being read, key
information can be recorded with each cor-
responding letter. As an after reading or as a
culminating unit activity, the ABC Brainstorm
graphic organizer supports students to review
and assess what they recall and learned.

The students may have some difficulty finding
information that begins with the letters Q and
X. Students can include adjectives and use Q
or X as a letter within a word or phrase (see
sample).

The students may also enjoy creating an alpha-
bet picture book, using the information from
the ABC Brainstorm. Each page would rep-
resent the letter, corresponding information,
and visuals.

6 The Elementary Teacher’s Big Book of Graphic Organizers
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ABC
BRAINSTORM

Name __________________________

Date __________________________
TOPIC

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

I

J

K

L

M

N

O

P

Q

R

S

T

U

V

W

X

Y

Z

Graphic Organizers for Brainstorming and Idea Generation 7
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2 Venn Diagram 1

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: K–5
� Level of Difficulty: Easy

Overview
The Venn diagram is one of the most well-known graphic organizers.
This useful and adaptable graphic organizer provides a visual compar-
ison of similarities and differences between subjects. The structure of
this organizer is applicable to a wide variety of topics.

VENN
DIAGRAM 1

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

Eloise Mc Goriagolli

3/4/12

Sharks

- Fish

- Carnivore

- Eat fish

- Never sleep

-Never stop moving

- Bad reputation 

Dolphins 

- Mammal

- Need air

- Smart

- Eat squid

- People like dolphins

- Jump

- Fins

- Live in

ocean

- Warm

  climates 

A Venn diagram can be easily adapted to
include more than two topics and one com-
mon area. Once the students complete the
Venn diagram, they should discuss what they
included in the circles and the common area.
These discussions can be completed in large
and small group discussions.

The middle area where the two circles overlap
can be tricky. Sometimes the students become
confused and continue to put opposites or
comparisons in this place. Using different col-
ored markers or pencils for each circle and the
overlapping intersection is a simple adapta-
tion that allows students to see the differences
and similarities in the presented information
from the onset.

Another adaptation is to instruct the students
to cut out two circles. The students can write
the characteristics for each area and then glue
the circles to create a Venn diagram.

8 The Elementary Teacher’s Big Book of Graphic Organizers
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VENN
DIAGRAM 1

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

Graphic Organizers for Brainstorming and Idea Generation 9
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3 Venn Diagram 2

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: 2–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium-Hard

Overview
See the overview for Graphic Organizer 2, Venn Diagram 1. This Venn
diagram is a more advanced model that students can use to make more
advanced comparisons between three sources of information.

VENN
DIAGRAM 2

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

Tom Johnson

August 19, 2012

Octagon 

• Have

  obtuse

  angles
• Even amount

   of sides

• Polygon

• More

  than

  3 sides

Square

• 4 sides

• Even number

  of  sides

• 8 sides

• Even number

  of  sides

Pentagon

• 5 sides

• Odd number

   of sides

Once students have mastered the Venn Dia-
gram 1, introduce this more complex version.
I also suggest that you could use both Venn
Diagram 1 and 2 in a center. You can differ-
entiate instruction by providing students with
two versions to meet the needs of different
levels of learners.

As mentioned for Venn Diagram 1, have the
students cut out the different circles to create
a multidimensional representation.

10 The Elementary Teacher’s Big Book of Graphic Organizers
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VENN
DIAGRAM 2

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

Graphic Organizers for Brainstorming and Idea Generation 11
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4 Cause and Effect 1

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: K–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium

Overview
The Cause and Effect graphic organizer facilitates categorizations and
connections among a large body of information. This kind of organizer is
especially useful for subjects such as science and social studies. Students’
ability to identify causes and effects promotes higher-level thinking
(synthesizing and analyzing information).

CAUSE AND
EFFECT 1

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

Effect

Effect

Cause

Cause

Bella

2-4-12

The planets orbit

around the sun

The Statue of Liberty

stayed outside

The sun heats 

the Earth

It turned green

Students will record corresponding informa-
tion regarding causes and effects for a unit of
study or body of information. I like to use dif-
ferent colored markers and pens to help the
students distinguish between the causes and
effects in this graphic organizer. Color coding
is especially useful for students with special
needs where a disability may make it chal-
lenging to categorize and track information.

Here are some additional suggestions for
using this graphic organizer:

• Have the students work in pairs.
• Project the graphic organizer on an inter-

active whiteboard and use it in a center as
a formative assessment of students’ under-
standing of newly presented content.

• Use the graphic organizer as an end-of-the-
unit assessment.

You can also create a three-dimensional form
of this graphic organizer.

12 The Elementary Teacher’s Big Book of Graphic Organizers
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CAUSE AND
EFFECT 1

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

Effect

Effect

Cause

Cause
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5 Cause and Effect 2

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: K–5
� Level of Difficulty: Hard

Overview
See the overview for Graphic Organizer 4, Cause and Effect 1.

Cause

Cause

Cause

Cause

Effect

Effect

Effect

Effect

CAUSE AND
EFFECT 2

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

Josh Mooney

December 16, 2012

Teacher tells
students to 

line up

Students get
in a line

High five

The airplane
flies

You plant 
a seed

A clapping
noise

Throw a paper
airplane

A flower
grows

You can use both Cause and Effect 1 and Cause
and Effect 2 graphic organizers as a means
to differentiate instruction among differently
abled learners. I have used both organizers
in a learning center; the students choose, or
I might assign either Cause and Effect 1
or Cause and Effect 2 for the students to
complete.

14 The Elementary Teacher’s Big Book of Graphic Organizers
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Cause

Cause

Cause

Cause

Effect

Effect

Effect

Effect

CAUSE AND
EFFECT 2

Name __________________________

Date __________________________
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6 Compare and Contrast 1

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: K–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium

Overview
Comparing and contrasting information is often challenging for stu-
dents because it requires them to go beyond simply recalling and listing
information. As students compare and contrast information, they have
to analyze the information and consider the ways in which it is simi-
lar and different. These are much higher-level thinking skills than the
simple recalling of information.

COMPARE AND
CONTRAST 1

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

Compare

Contrast

Annie Atkins

1/2/12

Cumulus clouds develop

vertically, but stratus

clouds develop horizontally.

Cumulus clouds

and stratus clouds

are both made of

water droplets.

As with the Cause and Effect 1 and 2 graphic
organizers, I like to instruct the students to
use different colored markers or pens for the
causes and effects. It helps the students to cat-
egorize the information and offers students a
visualized cueing of the similarities and differ-
ences for the body of information that they
are analyzing.

Students also enjoy creating three-dimen-
sional representations of this kind of graphic
organizer.

16 The Elementary Teacher’s Big Book of Graphic Organizers
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COMPARE AND
CONTRAST 1

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

Compare

Contrast
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7 Compare and Contrast 2

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: K–5
� Level of Difficulty: Hard

Overview
See the overview for Graphic Organizer 6, Compare and Contrast 1.

COMPARE AND
CONTRAST 2

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

Compare Contrast

Abby

October 11, 2011

→ Butterflies hold

their wings up

when resting,

but moths rest

with their wings flat. 

→ Butterflies are

more active during

the day, and moths are

more active at night. 

→ Moths have feathery

antennae, and butterflies

have little clubs on the

end of their antennae. 

- Butterflies

and moths are

both flying insects.

- Both butterflies

and moths

  start out as hungry

  caterpillars.

- Moths and

butterflies have

“dusty” wings.

Butterflies 

and Moths

This is a more challenging graphic organizer
than Compare and Contrast 1. I like to use this
graphic organizer with Compare and Contrast
1 as a means to differentiate and provide a
challenge to students. You can use both of
these Compare and Contrast graphic organiz-
ers at a learning center.

Remember that you can also create three-
dimensional models with construction papers
and use different colored markers and pens
for the compare and contrast exercise.
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COMPARE AND
CONTRAST 2

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

Compare Contrast
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8 KWL 1

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: K–5
� Level of Difficulty: Easy

Overview
Created by Donna Ogle, the KWL strategy is a three-column chart
that captures the before, during, and after stages of reading. This
three-column chart can also be used as a preview for a new unit.

K = What a reader or student knows about the selected topic. Students tap prior knowledge before reading. As we know
from research in reading, prior knowledge supports student comprehension.

W = What a student wants to know about the selected topic. Asking questions before reading or beginning a unit of
study boosts comprehension.

L = What the students learned about the topic. Students are better able to synthesize newly acquired information
when given an opportunity to reflect and make connections between their prior knowledge and information recently
attained.

KWL 1

K

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

What I
Learned:

What I
Know:

What I
Want to
Know:

W L

Anna Aldes

5/6/12

• Between 

  the North and

  South

• All the rail-

  roads were

  in the North

• What else

  caused it?

• What were

  the major

  battles?

• Why did the 

  confederacy

  lose?

• State’s rights

• Gettysburg = 

  turning point

• Over slavery

• North won

• Lincoln was 

  President

Civil War

The KWL strategy is one of the most widely
recognized graphic organizers and instruc-
tional strategies. It is best used at the begin-
ning of a unit of study or reading. Highly
adaptable, it can be used for individual, small,
or large group instruction. Remember, when
students tap into prior knowledge and pose
individual questions, they are more likely to
become engaged in their learning and more
apt to internalize what they are studying and
learning.

To support all kinds of learners, consider using
different colored markers or pens for the three
different columns. You could also have the stu-
dents create the three columns from different
colored paper and paste each column on a
larger sheet of paper. This would be especially
engaging for visual and kinesthetic learners.
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KWL 1

K

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

What I
Learned:

What I
Know:

What I
Want to
Know:

W L
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9 KWL 2

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: K–5
� Level of Difficulty: Easy

Overview
See the overview for Graphic Organizer 8, KWL 1.

KWL 2Name __________________________

Date __________________________

K What I
Know:

What I
Want to
Know:

W

What I
Learned:L

Ginger Price

October 3, 2012

The book is called Charlotte’s

Web, and the pig and a 

spider are characters

How Wilbur meets the 

spider and how he 

is saved

That Wilbur is 

saved by Charlotte

the spider

This is a more challenging graphic organizer
than KWL 1. I like to use this graphic organizer
with KWL 1 as a means to differentiate and
provide options for students. You can use both
of these KWL graphic organizers at a learning
center.

Remember that you can also create three-
dimensional models with construction papers
and use different colored markers and pens
for the different columns.
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KWL 2Name __________________________

Date __________________________

K What I
Know:

What I
Want to
Know:

W

What I
Learned:L
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Graphic Organizers 10–17: Idea Generation
Overview
Graphic Organizers 10–17 visualize and organize ideas and prior knowledge. These graphic organizers have
a wide variety of applications, especially for writing, questioning, and thinking about new information.

When students tap into prior knowledge and brainstorm, they are more likely to become engaged in what they are
learning and studying. Remember it is always helpful to model this kind of graphic organizer through a Think Aloud. In
a Think Aloud, teachers model their own thinking and complete the graphic organizer for the students on an overhead
projector, LCD projector, or similar means of projection.

For students who may have challenges with focus and concentration, it’s also helpful to display only one section of the
graphic organizer at a time. This facilitates the student’s ability to focus and concentrate.

10 Idea Generation with 4 Ideas: Linear Model

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: K–5
� Level of Difficulty: Easy

IDEA GENERATION
WITH 4 IDEAS:

LINEAR MODEL

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

George Max

4/6/12

Franklin Roosevelt

Help

people out

of work

Help

farmers

Boost

everyone’s

spirits

World

War 2
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IDEA GENERATION
WITH 4 IDEAS:

LINEAR MODEL

Name __________________________

Date __________________________
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11 Idea Generation with 6 Ideas: Linear Model

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: 2–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium

Overview
See the notes at the beginning of this section.

IDEA GENERATION
WITH 6 IDEAS:

LINEAR MODEL

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

Hermie One

1/27/12

Harriet

Tubman

• Grew up a slave

• Escaped from
  slavery

• Worked on
  underground railroad

• “Moses”

• After war worked
  for Civil Rights

• Worked for
  women’s rights

See the notes at the beginning of this section.
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IDEA GENERATION
WITH 6 IDEAS:

LINEAR MODEL

Name __________________________

Date __________________________
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12 Idea Generation with 3 Ideas: Circle Model

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: K–5
� Level of Difficulty: Easy

Overview
See the notes at the beginning of this section.

IDEA GENERATION
WITH 3 IDEAS:

LINEAR MODEL

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

Elliot Essex

12/3/12

Frogs

Metamorphosis Eat flies Amphibians

See the notes at the beginning of this section.
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IDEA GENERATION
WITH 3 IDEAS:

LINEAR MODEL

Name __________________________

Date __________________________
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13 Idea Generation with 4 Ideas: Circle Model

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: 2–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium

Overview
See the notes at the beginning of this section.

IDEA GENERATION
WITH 4 IDEAS:

CIRCLE MODEL

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

John Jacob

11/12/12

Moons Planets

Solar 

System

Asteroids
Stars

See the notes at the beginning of this section.
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IDEA GENERATION
WITH 4 IDEAS:

CIRCLE MODEL

Name __________________________

Date __________________________
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14 Idea Generation with 6 Ideas: Circle Model

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: 2–5
� Level of Difficulty: Hard

Overview
See the notes at the beginning of this section.

IDEA GENERATION
WITH 6 IDEAS:

CIRCLE MODEL

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

Jordon

April 6, 2012

started

on October

8th, 1871

most of 

the city was

destroyed 

The

Chicago Fire

ended 

on October

10th

lasted 

more than

one day
was started

by a cow

in a barn

one of the

biggest fires

in the 19th

century

See the notes at the beginning of this section.
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IDEA GENERATION
WITH 6 IDEAS:

CIRCLE MODEL

Name __________________________

Date __________________________
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15 Idea Generation: Tree Design

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: K–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium

Overview
See the notes at the beginning of this section.

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

IDEA GENERATION:
TREE DESIGN 

Root Word:

Bernard Bubble

10/10/12

• Protector

• Assistant

• Defender

• Aide

• Bodyguard

• Savior

• Helper

Guardian

See the notes at the beginning of this section.
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Name __________________________

Date __________________________

IDEA GENERATION:
TREE DESIGN 

Root Word:
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16 Idea Generation: Flower Petal Design

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: K–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium

Overview
See the notes at the beginning of this section.

This book is
SUNsational...

This scene from
the book is
SUNsational.

AU
TH

OR:
GEN

RE
:

The character blooms...

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

IDEA GENERATION:
FLOWER PETAL 

DESIGN 

TITLE:

Grace

November 25, 2011

because Wilbur goes

on an adventure

with his friends

Wilbur’s best friend,

Charlotte, the spider,

dies

E.B
. W

hite

Fic
tio

n

C
harlott

e’s W
eb

Wilbur becomes best friends with Charlotte and learns a lot about

friendship

See the notes at the beginning of this section.
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This book is
SUNsational...

This scene from
the book is
SUNsational.

AU
TH

OR:
GEN

RE
:

The character blooms...

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

IDEA GENERATION:
FLOWER PETAL 

DESIGN 

TITLE:
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17 Idea Generation: Hand Model

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: 2–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium

Overview
See the notes at the beginning of this section.

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

IDEA GENERATION:
HAND MODEL 

Annabelle Adams

3/3/12

 • Heat 

incubated

 • Eggshell

nutrients

 • Tum

eggs

 • 23 days

in egg

 • Hatch

Chicks

See the notes at the beginning of this section.
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Name __________________________

Date __________________________

IDEA GENERATION:
HAND MODEL 
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18 Anticipation Guide

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: 2–5
� Level of Difficulty: Easy

Overview
An anticipation guide is a previewing organizer that prompts students
to draw from previous knowledge prior to the study and exploration of
new material.

For prereaders, you can use pictures that students can examine and circle either a happy or sad face to
indicate either feelings about the picture or figure (see the anticipation guide on page 41).

For readers, see the anticipation guide on page 43. Provide teacher-created statements that prompt students
to draw from prior knowledge and conclude whether they ‘‘agree’’ or ‘‘disagree’’ with the statements.

For either anticipation guide, use the students’ responses at the end of the unit of study or reading. Ask the
students to reconsider their previous responses. Discuss the students’ verifications or rejections of previous
responses as a metacognitive exercise.

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

ANTICIPATION
GUIDE

DISAGREE
Use an image or picture for the
students to observe in this columnAGREE

Jordan

Clouds are
formed in the
atmosphere

There is only
one type
of cloud

Clouds are
formed when

water
evaporates

Clouds 
are located in

different parts
of the

atmosphere

December 3, 2011
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Name __________________________

Date __________________________

ANTICIPATION
GUIDE

DISAGREE
Use an image or picture for the
students to observe in this columnAGREE
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Name __________________________

Date __________________________

ANTICIPATION
GUIDE

DISAGREE STATEMENTAGREE

Denny McDonald

9/30/12

Yes

Yes

No

No

Yes

Wilbur will run away 

from the farm.

Charlotte will figure out

a way to save Wilbur.

Templeton will get sick.

Templeton will help

save Wilbur.

Fern will run away from

the farm.
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Name __________________________

Date __________________________

ANTICIPATION
GUIDE

DISAGREE STATEMENTAGREE
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19 Previewer

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: 2–5
� Level of Difficulty: Easy

Overview
When students activate and draw from prior knowledge, they are able
to create and pose engaging questions that help them to be more
thoughtful and engaged readers and thinkers.

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

What I already know
about the topic is...

PREVIEWER

TO
PIC

:

Gordon

November 15, 2012

Th
om

as E
dis

on

Thomas Edison 

created and tested

the light bulb. He

couldn’t find the

correct filament.

He tested over 100

filaments. 

Prior to reading or learning new material,
ask students to record what they may already
know about the topic. Instruct the students
that while they read and study the topic, they
can pose new questions, answer their previ-
ously posed questions, and confirm or reject
original ideas and assumptions.

As the students preview content, prompt them
to examine images, pictures, and words.
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Name __________________________

Date __________________________

What I already know
about the topic is...

PREVIEWER

TO
PIC

:
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20 Summarizer/Main Idea

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: K–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium-Hard

Overview
Identifying supporting details in informational texts and then synthe-
sizing into a summative statement or main idea is the highest level of
understanding.

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

SUMMARIZER/
MAIN IDEA 

Detail Detail Detail

DetailDetail

Detail Detail

MAIN IDEA

Emilio

December 1, 2011

Son Daughter

Aunt

UncleCousin

Mom Dad

People of a Family

As the students read an informational text,
have them identify and record the sup-
porting details on each of the gumballs in
Graphic Organizer 20. Once the students have
recorded the details, instruct them to discuss
the information in pairs. Still in pairs, the
students can then compose a statement that
articulates the main idea.
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Name __________________________

Date __________________________

SUMMARIZER/
MAIN IDEA 

Detail Detail Detail

DetailDetail

Detail Detail

MAIN IDEA
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21 Idea Web

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: K–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium

Overview
Also known as a mind map, the Idea Web records students’ ideas and
the associations and connections between these ideas. This graphic
organizer is especially useful for visual learners.

IDEA WEBName __________________________

Date __________________________

Bugs

Justin Frahm

3/14/12

This activity can be conducted through large
or small group instruction using the following
directions:

• Select a topic.
• Create a drawing or image that represents

the topic.
• The topic and corresponding drawing or

image should be at the center of the web.
• Discuss and brainstorm examples, key con-

cepts, and ideas associated with the main
topic.

• Add lines to connect ideas and key words.
• Using different colored pencils and mark-

ers helps students to make associations.
Graphic Organizer 21 provides a rough out-
line as a starting point for students. You can
also use a large sheet of paper and have stu-
dents add to it throughout a unit of study.
This would document students’ learning
and be a foundation for unit review.
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IDEA WEBName __________________________

Date __________________________

Graphic Organizers for Brainstorming and Idea Generation 49



McKnight c02.tex V3 - 01/28/2013 8:45 P.M. Page 50

22 Fishbone

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: 3–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium-Hard

Overview
The Fishbone graphic organizer helps students to organize and connect
details so that they can identify the main idea in informational text.

Pesticides are bad for all Americans
Make plants sick

Bad fo
r farmers

Bad for soil

FISHBONE

RESULT

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

Miguel Gonzalez

3/6/12

Pollute environment

Once the students have read the text, instruct
them to identify the main idea on the spine
of the Fishbone graphic organizer. The stu-
dents should write corresponding details on
the other bones.

This graphic organizer can also be used for
prewriting. The students can begin with the
main idea or thesis on the spine and then list
details and evidence on the other bones.
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FISHBONE

RESULT

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

Graphic Organizers for Brainstorming and Idea Generation 51



McKnight c02.tex V3 - 01/28/2013 8:45 P.M. Page 52

23 Herringbone

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: 3–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium-Hard

Overview
Like the Fishbone graphic organizer, the Herringbone graphic orga-
nizer helps students to understand the connections between supporting
details to identify a main idea. The Herringbone is a useful graphic
organizer for students to organize information.

HERRINGBONE

Supportng

Details

Supportng

Details
M

AIN
 IDEA

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

Jessie

January 24, 2012

Hurricanes

formed 

over oceans

heats

up

earth
    in 

tropical

or warm

  regions

season
    is in
       early fall

full of

strong

       winds

includes

     heavy

            rain

Learning how to organize and classify infor-
mation so that they can summarize and iden-
tify main ideas is an important skill for stu-
dents. They learn and develop this skill every
day when they are asked to identify key infor-
mation and prompted to synthesize it into a
summative statement or main idea.

Using different colored markers and pens
will help students to distinguish between the
information. Also, it is always important to
model for the students new graphic orga-
nizers and strategies for recording and
organizing information. This graphic orga-
nizer will especially appeal to visual learners.
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HERRINGBONE

Supportng

Details

Supportng

Details
M

AIN
 IDEA

Name __________________________

Date __________________________
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24 Y Diagram

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: 2–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium

Overview
The Y graphic organizer supports students’ visualization of how ideas
or details can support a main idea. It is a more simplified supporting
details/main idea organizer than the Fishbone or Herringbone.

Saya Suzuki

2/2/12

Great Depression

Dust Bowl

• Record unemployment

• Buy apples on street

• Young men lived together

• Poor

• “hobo soup”

• Farmers couldn’t

produce crops

• Dangerous

dust storms

Hobo Jungles

Unemployment

Y DIAGRAMName __________________________

Date __________________________

I like to use this organizer as a prewriting
activity. Students can record what they already
know about a topic. Students record details
and information about the topic; then they
can create a main focus or topic for their
writing. I think it is also helpful for students to
share their prewriting organization. It builds
the community of student writers, and it is
useful for peers to observe how we all can
organize information differently.

Model this organizer for the students before
they use it independently. Also, using differ-
ent colored markers and pens for each line
can support visual learners even further.
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Y DIAGRAMName __________________________

Date __________________________
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CHAPTER THREE
Graphic Organizers for Vocabulary Development

25: Vocabulary Slide 1
26: Vocabulary Slide 2
27: Vocabulary Cluster 1
28: Vocabulary Cluster 2
29: Vocabulary Cluster 3
30: Word Web
31: Dictionary Page
32: Word Chart: Vocabulary Organizer
33: Word Chart: Context Connections
34: Word Chart: Characteristics and Illustrations
35: Vocabulary Tree
36: Vocabulary Bookmark
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25 Vocabulary Slide 1
Easy

Medium

Hard� Grades: K–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium

Overview
I remember learning new vocabulary. My teachers would require that I write each word three to five
times, record the definition, and write a sentence using the new word. After the quiz, usually given
on a Friday, I forgot most of the words. That traditional method for teaching vocabulary is ineffective.
Through extensive research in language learning, we know that learning new words and concepts
must be contextualized in order to increase retention.

The more students play with words, the more likely they will internalize and use the new vocabulary.
The Vocabulary Slide graphic organizer is designed to promote understanding of a concept or new word.
Although more traditional methods may take less time in the classroom, those strategies are ineffective
for learning vocabulary. The Vocabulary Slide is far more effective, as it promotes deep understanding
and retention.

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

PICTURE
OR ICON OF

VOCABULARY WORD

SYNONYM

ANTONYM

PART OF SPEECH

WORD

SENTENCE  USING THE VOCABULARY WORD:

VOCABULARY
SLIDE 1

James

February 5, 2012

Frustration 

Irritate 

Satisfaction

Noun

When my brother is really loud I get frustrated.

Using the butterfly graphic organizer, select
a vocabulary word or concept and write it in
the central part of the butterfly. The words
can be selected by either the teachers or the
students. Then fill in the flower, leaves, and
dish with the corresponding picture, words,
and sentence.
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Name __________________________

Date __________________________

PICTURE 
OR ICON OF

VOCABULARY WORD

SYNONYM

ANTONYM

PART OF SPEECH

WORD

SENTENCE  USING THE VOCABULARY WORD:

VOCABULARY
SLIDE 1
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26 Vocabulary Slide 2

Easy

Medium

Hard� Grades: 2–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

WRONG OR INCORRECT
CHARACTERISTICS

EXAMPLE
EXAMPLE

IMPORTANT
CHARACTERISTICS

VOCABULARY
SLIDE 2

CO

NCEPT
 OR VOCABULARY W

O
RD

Jackie O’Malley

Generous

• Gives things

• Is nice

• The charity

is generous by

serving soup

• Takes things

• A thief

takes other

people’s things

2/22/12
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Name __________________________

Date __________________________

WRONG OR INCORRECT
CHARACTERISTICS

EXAMPLE
EXAMPLE

IMPORTANT
CHARACTERISTICS

VOCABULARY
SLIDE 2

CO

NCEPT
 OR VOCABULARY W

O
RD
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27 Vocabulary Cluster 1

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: 2–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium-Hard

Overview
The Vocabulary Cluster graphic organizer is a visual representation of the con-
nections and associations of a term or word. These connections and associations
promote a deeper understanding of a new vocabulary word or concept.

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

VOCABULARY
CLUSTER 1

ROOT WORD

Jake

March 6, 2012

president judicial

legislative executive

congress

democrats

republicans

vice-presidentjudges

secretary laws

bills

Government

Ask the students to identify the root word
and write it at the base of the graphic orga-
nizer. Next, either look up or provide the
definition for the word or concept to be
explored. Prompt the students to provide
other examples or synonyms of the word
or concept to be explored. Write each syn-
onym or example on the extended parts of
the graphic organizer.

It is helpful to write the key word or concept in
one color and the examples and synonyms in
another color. The students could create this
graphic organizer using construction paper.
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Name __________________________

Date __________________________

VOCABULARY
CLUSTER 1

ROOT WORD

Graphic Organizers for Vocabulary Development 63



McKnight c03.tex V3 - 02/12/2013 1:45 P.M. Page 64

28 Vocabulary Cluster 2

Easy

Medium

Hard� Grades: 2–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium-Hard

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

VOCABULARY
CLUSTER 2

ROOT WORD

Lily Atlenson

11/6/12

plant food

water

people

sun

soil

need to live

sugar

nutrients air

oxygen

carbon dioxide

Photosynthesis
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Name __________________________

Date __________________________

VOCABULARY
CLUSTER 2

ROOT WORD
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29 Vocabulary Cluster 3

Easy

Medium

Hard� Grades: K–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium-Hard

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

VOCABULARY
CLUSTER 3

ROOT WORD

Olivia V.

July 2, 2012

World War II

Military

Nationalism

Boats

Alliance

Germany

Pearl Harbor

Nuclear

Weapons/Tanks

FDRU-Boats
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Name __________________________

Date __________________________

VOCABULARY
CLUSTER 3

ROOT WORD
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30 Word Web

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: 2–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium-Hard

Overview
The more ways in which a student uses words, the more likely he or she
is to internalize the new vocabulary. The Word Web facilitates student
understanding of vocabulary and the relationships of that word.

VOCABULARY
WORD

WORD WEBName __________________________

Date __________________________

VOCABULARY
WORD

cars

trains boats

transportation

airplanes

You can model the Word Web for the students
as a whole group activity. The vocabulary
word should be written in the center circle
and the other words that have relationships
are written in the surrounding circles.

In addition to using this organizer, you could
have the students use different colored mark-
ers or pencils to facilitate their understanding
of the words and relationships.
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WORD WEBName __________________________

Date __________________________

VOCABULARY
WORD
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31 Dictionary Page

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: 2–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium

Overview
This graphic organizer can be used for students to maintain a personal
vocabulary list. A personal vocabulary list or dictionary is a useful
organizing tool that allows students to keep a list of words that they
have learned and need to remember for future study or reference.

If you are going to use this as a template, make several copies and provide the students with colored paper so that they
can make a cover for their personal dictionary. Demonstrate for the students, through a Think Aloud, how you would
use this template to record words that you needed to use as reference or to learn. As you go through the Think Aloud
with the students, review terms that they may need to know, like ‘‘parts of speech.’’

DEFINITION:

EXAMPLES:

DEFINITION:

EXAMPLES:

Something crazy Circular pattern

around something, or that pattern

Cold weather in Earth orbits the sun
July, crazy

or ridiculous

Absurd

Name __________________________

Date __________________________
DICTIONARY

PAGE
Christie St. Lawrence

12/7/12

Orbit noun & verbadjective
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DEFINITION:

EXAMPLES:

DEFINITION:

EXAMPLES:

Name __________________________

Date __________________________
DICTIONARY

PAGE
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32 Word Chart: Vocabulary Organizer

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: 2–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium-Hard

Overview
The Word Chart is a learning log that allows students to catalog the
characteristics of vocabulary words they encounter in their reading or
during a unit of study.

Students can use these organizers as a template for a vocabulary learning log. Each Word Chart can be used in a classroom
instruction for students to keep a running record of the vocabulary that they encounter and learn.

Of all of the vocabulary organizers, I probably use Word Charts the most frequently. These are especially useful for
keeping a log or history of vocabulary words from a particular unit or chapter.

Name __________________________

Date __________________________
WORD CHART:

 VOCABULARY ORGANIZER

VOCABULARY
WORD

DEFINITION
PART
OF

SPEECH
SYNONYM ANTONYM

PICTURE OR ICON 
THAT REPRESENTS

THE WORD

Book Title:

Naomi

January 12, 2011

D
ia

ry o
f a

 W
im

p
y K

id
elementary

assigned

adj.

verb

basic

task expel

seriously adverb enormously little

advanced

relating to
the simplest

parts of
something

severely

extreme

to appoint to
a post/duty

expectations noun anticipation noneprospects
of inheritance
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Name __________________________

Date __________________________
WORD CHART:

 VOCABULARY ORGANIZER

VOCABULARY
WORD

DEFINITION
PART
OF

SPEECH
SYNONYM ANTONYM

PICTURE OR ICON 
THAT REPRESENTS

THE WORD

Book Title:
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33 Word Chart: Context Connections

Easy

Medium

Hard� Grades: 2–5
� Level of Difficulty: Hard

TITLE: AUTHOR:

WORD CHART:
CONTEXT

CONNECTIONS

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

WORD:

SENTENCE WHERE I FOUND THE WORD:

THIS WORD REMINDS ME OF ...

PICTURE OF THE WORD:

PAGE # WORD:

SENTENCE WHERE I FOUND THE WORD:

THIS WORD REMINDS ME OF ...

PICTURE OF THE WORD:

PAGE #

Kleptomaniac

The kleptomaniac left me

lunchless. 

thief

3 Superstition 8

I never believed in superstition.

scary, fiction

The Lightning Thief Rick Riordan

3/1/12

Bill Chin

74 The Elementary Teacher’s Big Book of Graphic Organizers



McKnight c03.tex V3 - 02/12/2013 1:45 P.M. Page 75

C
op

yr
ig

ht
©

20
13

by
Jo

hn
W

ile
y

&
So

ns
,I

nc
.

TITLE: AUTHOR:

WORD CHART:
CONTEXT

CONNECTIONS

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

WORD:

SENTENCE WHERE I FOUND THE WORD:

THIS WORD REMINDS ME OF ...

PICTURE OF THE WORD:

PAGE # WORD:

SENTENCE WHERE I FOUND THE WORD:

THIS WORD REMINDS ME OF ...

PICTURE OF THE WORD:

PAGE #
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34 Word Chart: Characteristics and Illustrations

Easy

Medium

Hard� Grades: 2–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium

WORD:

PAGE #

PICTURES 
OF THE WORD:

MY ILLUSTRATION:

WORD:

PAGE #

PICTURES 
OF THE WORD:

MY ILLUSTRATION:

WORD:

PAGE #

PICTURES 
OF THE WORD:

MY ILLUSTRATION:

WORD CHART:
CHARACTERISTICS

AND ILLUSTRATIONS

Name ______________________

Date ______________________

Winter

Jason

Spring Summer

2 6 16

December 2, 2011

76 The Elementary Teacher’s Big Book of Graphic Organizers



McKnight c03.tex V3 - 02/12/2013 1:45 P.M. Page 77

C
op

yr
ig

ht
©

20
13

by
Jo

hn
W

ile
y

&
So

ns
,I

nc
.

WORD:

PAGE #

PICTURES 
OF THE WORD:

MY ILLUSTRATION:

WORD:

PAGE #

PICTURES 
OF THE WORD:

MY ILLUSTRATION:

WORD:

PAGE #

PICTURES 
OF THE WORD:

MY ILLUSTRATION:

WORD CHART:
CHARACTERISTICS

AND ILLUSTRATIONS

Name ______________________

Date ______________________
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35 Vocabulary Tree

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: K–5
� Level of Difficulty: Easy

Overview
This highly visual organizer requires students to specify a root word
and related words, a strategy that supports students in learning and
understanding new vocabulary.

VOCABULARY
TREE

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

Word

Sherona Monk

10-17-13

Ancient

Carnivore/

ate meat

Great

at sense

of smell &

eyesight

Extinct

Animal

T-Rex

A Dinosaur!!

In addition to using this graphic organizer as a
means to show how words can relate to a root
word, I have also used this graphic organizer
for writing. The students can use the main
trunk for the writing focus and the upper
spaces to list details and evidence.
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VOCABULARY
TREE

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

Word
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36 Vocabulary Bookmark

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: 2–5
� Level of Difficulty: Easy

Overview
I have always found Vocabulary Bookmarks to be particularly helpful
for students. Bookmarks allow students to create a reference for new
words as they are reading. This makes students more active readers and
also provides an easily accessible reference so that students can better
learn and remember the new vocabulary.

Each bookmark has space to record four words. Students should write down words that they don’t know or are newly
encountered. The students can also record the page numbers and additional notes on the bookmark.

sack

15

mineral

11

energy

32

ecosystem

51

rob

16

ancestor

11

stored

32

organism

51

cop

14

array

12

kinetic

32

community

52

rescue

13

sort

10

potential

32

nutrient

52

V
O

C
A

BU
LA

RY
 B

O
O

K
M

A
R

K

Word

Page number

Word

Page number

Word

Page number

Word

Page number

Word

Page number

Word

Page number

Word

Page number

Word

Page number

Word

Page number

Word

Page number

Word

Page number

Word

Page number

Word

Page number

Word

Page number

Word

Page number

Word

Page number

FIRST GRADE SECOND GRADE THIRD GRADE FOURTH GRADE
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V
O

C
A

BU
LA

RY
 BO

O
K

M
A

R
K

Word

Page number

Word

Page number

Word

Page number

Word

Page number

Word

Page number

Word

Page number

Word

Page number

Word

Page number

Word

Page number

Word

Page number

Word

Page number

Word

Page number

Word

Page number

Word

Page number

Word

Page number

Word

Page number

FIRST GRADE SECOND GRADE THIRD GRADE FOURTH GRADE
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CHAPTER FOUR
Graphic Organizers for Note Taking and Study Skills

37: 3-Column Notes
38: T Chart
39: Scientific Method
40: Solving an Equation or Problem
41: Food Chain Organizer
42: Fact or Opinion
43: Prediction Chart
44: Questions: Book Notes
45: Term (In My Words) Picture
46: Student Self-Assessment
47: My Portfolio
48: Homework Organizer
49: Group Learning
50: Oral Reports Organizer
51: Interviewing Organizer
52: Reading Recorder/Organizer
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37 3-Column Notes

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: 2–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium

Overview
Three-Column Notes are a common graphic organizer structure that
can be used in many different formats. KWL is probably one of the
best-known three-column graphic organizers.

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

3-COLUMN
NOTES

Vinny Bonneville

October 31, 2012

Social Studies Math Literature

• Maps • Reading

• Multiplication

• Division

• Subtraction

• Decimals

• Whole #’s

• Fractions

• Equations

• Books

• Genres

• Historical

  fiction

• Fiction

• Nonfiction

• Mystery

• Biography

• Autobiography

• Addition

• Continents

• Countries

• States

• Culture

• History

• Economics

• Cities

• Government

For this three-column graphic organizer, the
headers are deliberately left blank so that
you or the students can create the headers.
For younger students, you would probably
provide the headers. More advanced students
can identify the headers themselves.
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Name __________________________

Date __________________________

3-COLUMN
NOTES
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38 T Chart

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: K–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium

Overview
The T Chart is a graphic organizer that facilitates the students’ ability to
organize and compare ideas and concepts. In each column, the students
record associated ideas and concepts that allow them to begin to
develop a language of comparison for these ideas and concepts. The
students will also learn how to extend ideas and information on each
side of the graphic organizer. The T Chart is an effective structure for
students to use to compare and contrast.

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

T CHARTDan Draper

9/30/12

Telephone Light bulb

- Communication

-Led to cellphone

- Replaced

    telegraph

- Provides light

- All use

- Replaced candles

Model the T Chart for the students as part
of group instruction. Using different colored
markers or pens for each area of the graphic
organizer is an effective way to emphasize the
different kinds of information.
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Name __________________________

Date __________________________

T CHART
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39 Scientific Method

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: 2–5
� Level of Difficulty: Hard

Overview
This graphic organizer is designed to guide students through the scien-
tific method. Teaching the students the process of the scientific method
so that they formulate a question (hypothesis) reinforces important
ideas and concepts. Once the students create a question, they can test
and evaluate it. As always, it is beneficial to model the graphic organizer
for the students.

QUESTION

INFORMATION

HYPOTHESIS

RESULTS

CONCLUSIONS

TEST THE HYPOTHESIS / DATA

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

SCIENTIFIC
METHOD

Natalie

February 23, 2012

How do rocks erode?

Over time rocks wear

down, and some material is lost.

I think water is the

cause of erosion.

When you splash a brown sugar

“rock” with water, it slowly dissolves.

The water takes away

some material from the chunk.

Over time (at a much slower rate) water breaks

down solids such as rock, causing them to erode.

A scientific experiment may comprise the
following:

1. When you observe something, you may
have questions about that phenomenon.
State your QUESTION.

2. Gather as much INFORMATION as you can
about your question.

3. Find out what information has already
been discovered about your question.

4. Formulate a HYPOTHESIS. Write a state-
ment that predicts what may happen in
your experiment.

5. Design an experiment to test your
hypothesis.

6. Perform the experiment.
7. Collect DATA. Record the results of the

investigation.
8. Summarize RESULTS. Analyze the data and

note trends in your experimental results.
9. Draw CONCLUSIONS. Determine whether

or not the data support the hypothesis of
your experiment.
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QUESTION

INFORMATION

HYPOTHESIS

RESULTS

CONCLUSIONS

TEST THE HYPOTHESIS / DATA

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

SCIENTIFIC
METHOD
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40 Solving an Equation or Problem

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: 2–5
� Level of Difficulty: Hard

Overview
When students are given the opportunity to break down (or chunk)
and visualize what they are learning, it supports understanding and
comprehension. This equation/problem graphic organizer facilitates this
process. The three spaces—the problem or question, the approach to
solving the problem, and the solution—break down the information
into more digestible chunks for students. For each space, I advise that
students create a picture or visualization of the problem that they are
breaking down.

SOLVING AN
EQUATION OR

PROBLEM

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

PROBLEM OR QUESTION

HOW CAN I SOLVE THE PROBLEM?

WHAT IS THE ANSWER AND HOW DID I DO IT?

Roxanne Robinson

10/12/12

How do caterpillars turn into

butterflies?

Record what a caterpillar

does before and in the cocoon.

The caterpillar goes in a cocoon.

I watched it grow.

Model for the students how to break down
the steps for solving a problem or question:
the problem or question, the approach to solv-
ing the problem, and the solution. Use words
and pictures (pictures are especially useful for
nonreaders and beginning readers). Take stu-
dents through each step. You may also want
to consider using different colored markers
for each step and corresponding blank.
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SOLVING AN
EQUATION OR

PROBLEM

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

PROBLEM OR QUESTION

HOW CAN I SOLVE THE PROBLEM?

WHAT IS THE ANSWER AND HOW DID I DO IT?
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41 Food Chain Organizer

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: 2–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium

Overview
Sequencing and understanding a chain of events is an important learn-
ing skill for students to develop. This graphic organizer prompts students
to identify important and critical information in a sequence or chain
of events. It has several applications, which include charting a story
plot, illustrating a scientific sequence, identifying the steps for a math
problem, and identifying important elements in a text or event.

FOOD CHAIN
ORGANIZER

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

Tom

June 2, 2012

Hawks

Birds Worms

Dirt

Model the graphic organizer as a Think Aloud
for the students. It is always helpful to use
different colored markers or pens so that the
students can more easily chunk and organize
the information.
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FOOD CHAIN
ORGANIZER

Name __________________________

Date __________________________
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42 Fact or Opinion

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: 2–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium

Overview
Students are often challenged when they need to determine whether a
statement is a fact or an opinion. Discerning the difference requires stu-
dents to closely examine subtleties and inferences that can support them
to identify facts and opinions. This two-column organizer graphically
organizes facts and opinions for students.

FACT OR
OPINION

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

Alberto MacNamera

5/11/12

• The Mayans

came up with

the concept

of zero

• The Mayans

were more

mathematically

advanced

than the

Greeks and

Romans

• The Mayans

developed 

the calender

• The pyramids

were huge

and are great

architecture

• The Mayans

developed

huge pyramids

This graphic organizer is particularly useful
when the students are identifying key infor-
mation from a text. The students harvest the
important details and then identify whether
each is a fact or opinion. Using different
colored pens or markers for the facts and
opinions also helps students to understand
and comprehend the material.
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FACT OR
OPINION

Name __________________________

Date __________________________
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43 Prediction Chart

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: K–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium

Overview
The Prediction Chart is a two-column graphic organizer that supports
students to further their comprehension and understanding. When stu-
dents are able to take information and then generate further ideas and
thoughts, they develop ideas that go beyond basic understanding. Pre-
diction is an important skill for active and engaged readers. In contrast,
struggling and less independent readers rarely make predictions about
what they are reading or studying.

PREDICTION
CHART

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

FACTS PREDICTIONS
( WHAT I THINK MIGHT HAPPEN ... )( WHAT I KNOW ... )

Timmy

November 15, 2012

• Mike is stuck in 

  the crushed car

• I think Mike might

  get out of the crushed

  car with tiny bruises or

  scratches
• He can’t get out

• His friend, Johnny,

  is going for help

Through a Think Aloud, complete the left-
hand side of the graphic organizer, listing
the facts and main ideas from a text or what
the students might be studying. For the right-
hand column, be sure to explain what a predic-
tion is—what we think might happen—and
compose several predictions. For this kind of
graphic organizer, it is always helpful to use
different colored markers or pens for the facts
and predictions columns.
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PREDICTION
CHART

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

FACTS PREDICTIONS
( WHAT I THINK MIGHT HAPPEN ... )( WHAT I KNOW ... )
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44 Questions: Book Notes

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: 2–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium

Overview
This graphic organizer should be used as a bookmark as means to
promote active reading for students. The questions can help guide the
students as they go through the text.

QUESTIONS:
BOOK NOTES

What I know...

What I wonder...

What it reminds me of...

What I like...

What I know...

What I wonder...

What it reminds me of...

What I like...

Percy Jackson and the Battle

of the Labyrinth

That the Greek

gods are not real

That Luke is

messing with Percy

What quest

will Percy go on?

Will any of

them not

make it back?

When I went to

 summer camp

My brother

playing tricks on me

Going on a 

hiking trip at camp
When I outsmart

my brother

Younger students can use the bookmark as
a guide. In grades 2–5 the students can use
the bookmark to record their questions, com-
ments, and predictions as they read. There are
two bookmarks that can be cut out on the
page for duplication.
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QUESTIONS:
BOOK NOTES

What I know...

What I wonder...

What it reminds me of...

What I like...

What I know...

What I wonder...

What it reminds me of...

What I like...
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45 Term (In My Words) Picture

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: 2–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium

Overview
Active readers who comprehend are able to visualize text. This graphic
organizer and activity supports students in becoming able to represent
what they understand with pictures. It is important to note that the
latest literacy research indicates that the more details depicted in a
picture or visual representation, the greater the comprehension.

TERM
(IN MY WORDS)

PICTURE

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

Ellen Hernburg

4/20/12

Democracy:

a government

for and by the 

people

Explain to students that good readers have
pictures in their head when they are reading a
text. The pictures help us to understand what
we are learning and reading. For this graphic
organizer, explain to the students that they
are going to take an important word or term
from the text and illustrate it.
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TERM
(IN MY WORDS)

PICTURE

Name __________________________

Date __________________________
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46 Student Self-Assessment

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: 2–5
� Level of Difficulty: Easy

Overview
This graphic organizer encourages students to reflect on their learning
and to evaluate their individual performance in a cooperative group. It
draws attention to their role in the success of that group in completing
an assigned task.

Model and coach the students—especially younger students—through the self-assessment before they complete it
independently.

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

How well
did you work
in your group?

Were you
ready to work?

Did you help
your other
group members?

STUDENT
SELF-ASSESSMENT

Andy Anderson

3/21/12

Okay, I’m

sometimes

too quiet

I did help

a lot with

the poster

I helped with

the drawings

because I am 

a good drawer
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Name __________________________

Date __________________________

How well
did you work
in your group?

Were you
ready to work?

Did you help
your other
group members?

STUDENT
SELF-ASSESSMENT
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47 My Portfolio

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: 2–5
� Level of Difficulty: Easy

Overview
Portfolios are designed to demonstrate and showcase the development
of a student’s knowledge and skills. Portfolios can be a substantive and
rewarding form of assessment. Part of the effectiveness of portfolios is
that students must actively participate in keeping track of the contents.

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

MY PORTFOLIO

COMPLETION
DATE

TITLE
 OF WORK

WHY WAS 
THIS WORK
SELECTED?

Barry Gomez

3/25/12

3/20

4/21

5/10

5/30

Fractions
Math Test

Frindle Book
Report

Reading List

Spelling Test

I have
improved since

then with math.

I didn’t do well
because of spelling.
I’ve been studying

vocab since.

I wish I
had read more.

I studied very hard
for this test.

When you introduce portfolios to your stu-
dents, explain that they are vehicles for stu-
dents to document their journeys as learners.
A portfolio should contain examples of each
student’s best work. The teacher and student
work together to decide what should be part
of the portfolio.
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Name __________________________

Date __________________________

MY PORTFOLIO

COMPLETION
DATE

TITLE
 OF WORK

WHY WAS 
THIS WORK
SELECTED?
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48 Homework Organizer

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: 2–5
� Level of Difficulty: Easy

Overview
Many students benefit from support structures so that they can effec-
tively manage short- and long-term assignments. This graphic organizer
helps students to record and track their homework assignments.

Providing students with completed Homework Organizer samples serves as a helpful model for the students. You may
want to consider making large copies of the accompanying student sample.

HOMEWORK
ORGANIZER

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

PARENT SIGNATURE

DIRECTIONS: Record weekly assignments and return with parent signature.

LONG-TERM PROJECTS… THINGS I NEED TO TURN IN…

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Sally Wu

3-28-12

read Ch.1-2
write a

summary of 

Ch.1-2

prepare

presentation

for Ch.1-2

finish

preparing

presentation

read Ch. 3-4

Ch.1-2 presentation on

Friday

Wed: Ch.1-2 summary

Friday: presentation on Ch.1-2

106 The Elementary Teacher’s Big Book of Graphic Organizers



McKnight c04.tex V3 - 02/12/2013 1:57 P.M. Page 107

C
op

yr
ig

ht
©

20
13

by
Jo

hn
W

ile
y

&
So

ns
,I

nc
.

HOMEWORK
ORGANIZER

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

PARENT SIGNATURE

DIRECTIONS: Record weekly assignments and return with parent signature.

LONG-TERM PROJECTS… THINGS I NEED TO TURN IN…

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY
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49 Group Learning

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: 3–5
� Level of Difficulty: Easy

Overview
This graphic organizer reminds students of the actions and qualities
that are needed for successful group work. Students need to learn how
to work in cooperative learning groups. Breaking down the skills and
attitudes needed in order to successfully implement this is foundational
to this learning structure.

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

GROUP
LEARNING

Write down the names of the people
in your group and one thing you know
about them.

Smile! List ways in which you’ll help the group stay positive.

What will each person do for the project? List tasks.

How will you talk about your ideas?
Write down two strategies.

Josanna McCauley

4/21/12

Mary- she likes to lead a group

Chris- he comes up with good

ideas

1) We will each share 3 ideas

2) Say what we agree and

      disagree on

If we begin to argue, I’ll make sure we

stop and come to an agreement

Chris: Come up with ideas for the project

Josanna: See if the ideas can be better

Mary: Put the project together

Learning how to successfully participate in
cooperative learning groups is an important
skill set for students to develop. Modeling and
role playing effective cooperative learning
groups helps students to learn these necessary
skills.
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Name __________________________

Date __________________________

GROUP
LEARNING

Write down the names of the people
in your group and one thing you know
about them.

Smile! List ways in which you’ll help the group stay positive.

What will each person do for the project? List tasks.

How will you talk about your ideas?
Write down two strategies.
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50 Oral Reports Organizer

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: 3–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium

Overview
Developing a great question, learning how to find information to
answer the question and then sharing the information—these are skills
we use throughout school and our careers. Developing these skills helps
students to ask questions about their world, understand their world,
and share insights and responses to their understanding of their world.
These are complex skills, so it is important that we break down or
scaffold these steps for our students.

I cannot overly stress how important it is to model great questions for students. So many of our students are rarely
given the opportunity to pose and answer their own questions. Model how to develop questions and also how to find
information to answer student questions.

ORAL REPORTS
ORGANIZER

1. Question 3. Share

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

A good question helps us
to understand the world

around us.

2. Answer
To find the answer to the question,
we need to find information from

many sources. Write down
important information that helps you
to answer your question (you could

use note cards or a notebook).

Make eye contact with the
audience. Practice speaking slowly
and clearly. (Practicing in front of
a mirror is helpful!) Remember,

you have great information
to share!

Olivia Q. Hunsanger

3-9-12

Okay!

• has

seeds

• all

around 

us

• green • grows in

dirt

What is grass?

110 The Elementary Teacher’s Big Book of Graphic Organizers



McKnight c04.tex V3 - 02/12/2013 1:57 P.M. Page 111

C
op

yr
ig

ht
©

20
13

by
Jo

hn
W

ile
y

&
So

ns
,I

nc
.

ORAL REPORTS
ORGANIZER

1. Question 3. Share

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

A good question helps us
to understand the world

around us.

2. Answer
To find the answer to the question,
we need to find information from

many sources. Write down
important information that helps you
to answer your question (you could

use note cards or a notebook).

Make eye contact with the
audience. Practice speaking slowly
and clearly. (Practicing in front of
a mirror is helpful!) Remember,

you have great information
to share!
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51 Interviewing Organizer

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: 3–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium

Overview
When we interview a person, we usually pose who, what, where,
when, and how questions. These questions are essential in gathering
information and allowing interviewers to discover important details so
that they can present this information in oral or written form.

You will need to model this graphic organizer for your students. After the students have completed the organizer, you
will need to ask them some additional questions to further deepen the gathered information. Model questions like these:

What do you know about this person?
Why is this information important?

INTERVIEWING
ORGANIZER

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

WHO WAS
THERE?

WHAT
HAPPENED?

WHEN DID 
IT HAPPEN?

WHERE DID 
IT HAPPEN?

WHY DID 
IT HAPPEN?

Ana Rodriguez

5/12/12

Her brother’s

graduation

Early morning

last Saturday

The school

auditorium

Her brother had

good grades and 

graduated elementary

school

All of the family
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INTERVIEWING
ORGANIZER

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

WHO WAS
THERE?

WHAT
HAPPENED?

WHEN DID 
IT HAPPEN?

WHERE DID 
IT HAPPEN?

WHY DID 
IT HAPPEN?
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52 Reading Recorder/Organizer

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: 3–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium

Overview
We want students to become active, engaged, and thoughtful readers.
When readers are in an active stance, it leads to greater comprehension
and understanding of the text. This graphic organizer prompts students
to record what they understand about a text at the simple recall level
and then prompts them to go beyond their basic understanding to a
more reflective and predictive stance.

Name __________________ 

Date __________________

READING RECORDER/
ORGANIZER

WHAT I KNOW FROM READING...

(List important information, plot details,
and characters.)

WHAT I AM THINKING ABOUT...

• What questions do you have after
  reading the text?
• What do you think will happen?
• Does the text remind you of anything
  that you already know?

Tom Tilly

10-15-12

- Whales are some of the 

  largest mammals in the 

  sea

- They eat very small

  fish

- They breathe through their

  blowholes, but can hold their

  breath for a long time

- Sal the whale is going to

  find his brother

- How do whales sleep,

  underwater or above?

- This reminds me of a show I

  watched about sharks, only

  whales are’nt really like sharks

- I think that he will find his

  brother soon (There are only

  five pages left!!)

Model this graphic organizer through a Read
Aloud with the students. Again, in a Read
Aloud, you read from a mentor text—that is,
a different text from the one the students are
reading—and model how to record what you
recall from the text, in the first column. You
will continue to explore your understanding in
the second column as you model your reflec-
tions, insights, predictions, and questions.
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Name __________________ 

Date __________________

READING RECORDER/
ORGANIZER

WHAT I KNOW FROM READING...

(List important information, plot details,
and characters.)

WHAT I AM THINKING ABOUT...

.What questions do you have after
   reading the text?.What do you think will happen?.Does the text remind you of anything
   that you already know?
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CHAPTER FIVE
Graphic Organizers for Literacy

53: RAFT Papers
54: Story Trails
55: History Map
56: Inquiry Chart
57: Story Map 1
58: Story Map 2
59: Story Map 3
60: Sequence of Events
61: Small Book Template
62: Story Pyramid
63: Plot Diagram
64: What Happens?
65: Time Line
66: Five Ws Chart
67: Observation Chart
68: Inverted Topic Triangle
69: Literature Circle Roles
70: Journaling
71: Entrance Slip
72: Exit Slip
73: Character Description
74: Adding Details
75: Who, What, Where, When, Why, How
76: Beginning, Middle, End
77: Situation, Problem, Solution
78: Autobiography Organizer
79: Story Builder for Writing
80: Finding Resources
81: Main Ideas and Supporting Ideas

Graphic Organizers 82 and 83: Book Reports
82: Nonfiction Book Report
83: Fiction Book Report

Graphic Organizers 84–86: Story Structures
84: Newspaper Article
85: Animal Story
86: Fairy Tale Story
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53 RAFT Papers

Easy

Medium

Hard
� Grades: 3–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium-Hard

Overview
RAFT stands for role, audience, format, and topic. This organizer helps
students plan for successful writing.

Explain each of the organizer elements.

Role: Students can take on any role they like, such as that of a scientist or a specific historical figure.
Audience: This could be another author, the U.S. Congress, or any real or imaginary group.
Format: Students can choose any format. Here are some suggestions: journal or diary, letter, play, newspaper article,

science fiction, fantasy.
Topic: Students briefly describe what they will write about.

Name __________________________

Date __________________________
RAFT PAPERS

DIRECTIONS: Use this graphic organizer to plan your RAFT.

ROLE (Who are you?)

FORMAT (Is this a poem, script, adventure, fantasy...?)

TOPIC (What will you write about?)

AUDIENCE (Who are you writing for or to?)

Jacky Faber

2-02-12

The Dragon

It is a script for our

class play

A queen who has to save

the king from an evil

dragon & witch

The school and my family
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Name __________________________

Date __________________________
RAFT PAPERS

DIRECTIONS: Use this graphic organizer to plan your RAFT.

ROLE (Who are you?)

FORMAT (Is this a poem, script, adventure, fantasy...?)

TOPIC (What will you write about?)

AUDIENCE (Who are you writing for or to?)
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54 Story Trails
Easy

Medium

Hard� Grades: K–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium-Hard

Overview
Students will develop the following reading strategies for this kind of graphic organizer:

Making personal connections
Using prior knowledge
Predicting
Visualizing
Making inferences

This graphic organizer offers a structure for students to use to put events from a story or the stages of an
historical event into chronological order. Understanding of the key events facilitates greater exploration into
the structure of the story.

Are the events related by cause and effect, do they connect as situation-problem-solution, or is the story
simply one of beginning-middle-end? Recording the text and visual images of the key events also enhances
students’ comprehension.

STORY
TRAILS

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

1
2

4

5
6

3

Roger Roosevelt

3/27/12

Harry

Potter meets

Hagrid who 

tells him he’s

a wizard.

Harry gets 

a wand at

Diagon Alley.

Harry is

sorted into

Gryffindor and

befriends Ron and 

Hermione.

The troll is

defeated and the

three friends are

suspicious of

Snape.

Harry wins

the Quidditch 

match.

The Sorcerer’s

Stone is destroyed.

When you first introduce students to Story
Trails and History Maps (Graphic Organizer
55), select the key events, arrange them in
chronological order, and instruct the students
to reexamine these events for specific details
that can be illustrated.
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STORY
TRAILS

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

1
2

4

5
6

3
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55 History Map

Easy Hard

� Grades: K–5
� Level of Difficulty: Easy-Medium-Hard

The History Map graphic organizer is similar to Graphic Organizer 54, Story
Trails. See the overview and tips for classroom implementation for that graphic
organizer.

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

HISTORY
MAP

1

3

2

4

6

5

Julie Cassidy

3/3/12

Boston Massacre

killed dozens of 

British and Patriots 

Stamp Act 

made many 

Patriots angry

British 

occupied Boston

Boston Tea

Party protested

the tea tax

Shots at 

Lexington and 

Concord
Declaration of 

Independance

written
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Name __________________________

Date __________________________

HISTORY
MAP

1

3

2

4

6

5
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56 Inquiry Chart

Easy

Medium

Hard
� Grades: 3–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium-Hard

Overview
An Inquiry Chart prompts students to record what they already know about a
particular topic.

American History

Text Book

ABC history.com

Grant was the leadGeneral
The army died mostly of disease

Gettysburg was the turning pointHistorychannel.com

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

INQUIRY
CHART

TOPIC
SUBTOPIC

WHAT I ALREADY KNOW

RESOURCE IMPORTANT IDEAS

INTERESTING RELATED FACTS... KEY WORDS...

NEW QUESTIONS TO RESEARCH

Jacob Rosenbloom

11/15/12

Civil War

Union Army

• War began in Virginia

• Why did the North win the war?

• Southern Confederacy

• Lee surrendered at

  Appomattox Courthouse

• Lincoln killed at Ford’s 

  Theatre • General Robert E. Lee

• Why was Lincoln shot?

• Lincoln

• Railway

• Slavery

Inquiry Charts can be used individually, in
small cooperative learning groups, or with the
whole class. Students list their topic and any
information that they already know about the
topic. Next, they consult resources and note
bibliographic information.

The limited amount of note-taking space
is deliberate. It encourages students to
selectively summarize important information.
There is space on the organizer to record
key words and questions that students might
have while conducting their research.
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Name __________________________

Date __________________________

INQUIRY
CHART

TOPIC
SUBTOPIC

WHAT I ALREADY KNOW

RESOURCE IMPORTANT IDEAS

INTERESTING RELATED FACTS... KEY WORDS...

NEW QUESTIONS TO RESEARCH
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57 Story Map 1

Easy

Medium

Hard
� Grades: K–5
� Level of Difficulty: Easy

Overview
This graphic organizer helps students prepare and organize ideas and details
for a story.

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

TITLE: AUTHOR:

STORY
MAP 1

BEGINNING

MIDDLE

END

Caldwell  B. Cladwell

My Family Traditions Penny Pennywise

Penny remembers that her family

celebrates Hankukah every year.

Every night they make potato

 pancakes and light the menorah.

Penny realizes that she loves spending

time with her family.

4/4/12

Review with students the basic elements of
story structure. For younger students, remind
them that stories always have a beginning,
middle, and end. For older students, effective
stories always have a situation, problem, and
solution.

In a Think Aloud, give each student one of the
blank Story Map organizers and model how
to complete it. You can discuss the main story
elements: setting, plot, theme, and characters.
As the students read, they can complete the
Story Map. This can also be used as a center or
as a during-reading or after-reading activity.
Because there are three versions of the Story
Map graphic organizer, you can differentiate
the activity for your students by giving them
different organizers based on student levels.

Story Maps are also useful in mathematics as
an organizer for solving word or story prob-
lems.
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Name __________________________

Date __________________________

TITLE: AUTHOR:

STORY
MAP 1

BEGINNING

MIDDLE

END
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58 Story Map 2
Easy

Medium

Hard
� Grades: K–5
� Level of Difficulty: Easy

See the description for Graphic Organizer 57.

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

MAIN CHARACTERS

SOLUTION PRO
BLEM

SU
PP

O
RT

IN
G

 C
H

AR
AC

TE
RS

SETTIN
G

STORY
MAP 2

TITLE &
AUTHOR

Harry 

Ron 

Hermione

Hogwarts

The Sorcerer’s

 Stone is in danger

 and Harry must

 protect it from 

Voldemort

Harry goes 

and protects

the stone

Dumbledore

Voldemort

Harry Potter and 
the Sorcerer’s

 Stone by 
J.K. Rowling

Karie Matthews

11-8-11
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Name __________________________

Date __________________________

MAIN CHARACTERS

SOLUTION PRO
BLEM

SU
PP

O
RT

IN
G

 C
H

AR
AC

TE
RS

SETTIN
G

STORY
MAP 2

TITLE &
AUTHOR
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59 Story Map 3
Easy

Medium

Hard
� Grades: 3–5
� Level of Difficulty: Hard

See the description for Graphic Organizer 57.

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

STORY
MAP 3

TITLE 
OF STORY

FA
LL

IN
G

 A
C

TI
O

N
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
    

    
     

      
   CLIMAX                                               RISIN

G
 AC

TIO
N

RESOLUTION

SETTING

INTRO
DU

CTIO
N

/E
XP

O
SIT

IO
N

 

CHARA
CTE

RS

PR
O

BL
EM

/C
ONFLIC

T
SOLUTIO

N

Joseph Strong

• C
harli

e is
 in

tro
duced

• H
e is

 p
oor

• M
r. W

onka
 h

as a
 m

agical

chocola
te fa

ctory
 

• Charlie tells his family  
about his win

• Charlie wins the 

contest• C
harli

e is
 p

oor

• C
ha

rl
ie

 w
in

s

• Mike Teevee 

is eliminated

  • W
illy W

onka

 introduces a contest

• England

• A
 chocolate factory

Charlie and 

the Chocolate

 Factory

5/6/12

• C
harlie

 • O
ompa-L

oompas

• V
eru

ca S
alt • M

ike Teeve
e

Agustus G
loop  • 

 G
ra

ndpa Joe • V
iolet
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Name __________________________

Date __________________________

STORY
MAP 3

TITLE 
OF STORY

FA
LL

IN
G

 A
C

TI
O

N
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
    

    
     

      
   CLIMAX                                               RISIN

G
 AC

TIO
N

RESOLUTION

SETTING

INTRO
DUC

TIO
N

/E
XP

O
SIT

IO
N

 

CHARA
CTE

RS

PR
O

BL
EM

/C
ONFLIC

T
SOLUTIO

N
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60 Sequence of Events
Easy

Medium

Hard
� Grades: K–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium-Hard

Overview
The Sequence of Events graphic organizer is good for placing events in the
order of occurrence. This graphic organizer can be used in language arts, social
studies, mathematics, and science.

Sequencing is one of the most important skills in the development of reading comprehension. When students are able
to organize events, they are more likely engaged in an active stance for reading and learning. Modeling this graphic
organizer through a Think Aloud will help the students to use it independently, possibly in a literacy center. I also suggest
that when modeling this graphic organizer you use different colored markers or pens so that the students can see the
different events more clearly. This is particularly helpful for students with special needs.

Name __________________________

Date __________________________
SEQUENCE
OF EVENTS

Event 1
Event 3

Event 2

Event 4

Donna Butler

They find out 

information on the 

Sorcerer’s Stone

He goes to

 Hogwarts and 

meets Hermione 

and Ron

Harry Potter

 finds out he’s 

a wizard

They solve puzzles

 to get to the dungeon 

and take the Sorcerer’s

 Stone from professor

 Quirrell and Voldemort

4-21-12
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Name __________________________

Date __________________________
SEQUENCE
OF EVENTS

Event 1
Event 3

Event 2

Event 4
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61 Small Book Template
Easy Hard� Grades: K–5

� Level of Difficulty: Easy-Medium-Hard

Overview
When I taught, I don’t know who got more pleasure from creating Small Books,
the students or me. I love creating small books on different topics. And when I
was a little girl (in the days before the Internet), I remember pulling out volumes
of World Book Encyclopedia and creating mini-books on subjects that were of
personal interest. It’s a nerdy activity but one that I still enjoy today with my
ten-year-old son.

Mini-books are an effective instructional tool for several reasons:

1. Students enjoy creating a product or artifact of their own learning.
2. Mini-books facilitate summarization. The structure encourages students to edit information down to the

most important details and facts.
3. Creating strong visualizations facilitates comprehension and understanding.

Yesterday

it was

very windy out.

Provide some samples of mini-books for the
students. There are tons on different Internet
sites in addition to the student samples in this
book. This is also a great activity for a literacy
or learning center.

Instructions:

1. Cut out the rectangles.
2. Stack the rectangles, largest on the bot-

tom, smallest on the top.
3. Fold in half, then stack, aligning the folds.
4. Staple on the center seam.
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STEP ONE: CUT OUT
                 RECTANGLES
 

STEP THREE: FOLD
                  IN HALF 

STEP FOUR: STAPLE ON THE
                 CENTER SEAM  

STEP TWO: STACK THE
                 RECTANGLES....etc. 
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62 Story Pyramid
Easy

Medium

Hard
� Grades: 1–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium-Hard

Overview
This graphic organizer helps students organize story components, which makes
it a useful prewriting tool. Model it through large group instruction.

The Story Pyramid graphic organizer is an effective activity for guided reading or literature circles, or as a literacy center
once the students have learned how to complete it through modeling. The students can create their Story Pyramid on
construction paper, use different colored markers for the different components, and add visuals.

Name __________________________

Date __________________________
STORY

PYRAMID
Directions:
Write the requested information
in the spaces on the pyramid.

TWO WORDS DESCRIBING THIS CHARACTER

THREE WORDS DESCRIBING THE SETTING OR PLACE

FOUR WORDS DESCRIBING AN IMPORTANT EVENT

FIVE WORDS DESCRIBING THE MAIN IDEA OR IMPORTANCE OF THIS EVENT

MAIN CHARACTER’S NAME

3/27/2012

The 

Lorax

orange

funny

no trees
no animals

sad

The trees cut down

The environment needs our help

Mary Peter
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Name __________________________

Date __________________________
STORY

PYRAMID
Directions:
Write the requested information
in the spaces on the pyramid.

TWO WORDS DESCRIBING THIS CHARACTER

THREE WORDS DESCRIBING THE SETTING OR PLACE

FOUR WORDS DESCRIBING AN IMPORTANT EVENT

FIVE WORDS DESCRIBING THE MAIN IDEA OR IMPORTANCE OF THIS EVENT

MAIN CHARACTER’S NAME
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63 Plot Diagram
Easy

Medium

Hard
� Grades: 1–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium-Hard

Overview
Plot diagrams help students to organize and sequence important events in a
narrative text as well as expose and reinforce the concept of plot as a literary
element.

Model the graphic organizer with the students, using a mentor text through a Think Aloud. Once the students understand
how to use the graphic organizer, you can incorporate it in guided reading, literature circles, and literacy centers.

Designating the different plot elements with different colored markers and pens helps the students to distinguish the
different plot components.

This Plot Diagram graphic organizer can be challenging. Graphic Organizer 64, What Happen? is more accessible for
younger students.

Cinderella realizes she has a Fairy Godmother

who gives her a dress and carriage for the ball.

Cinderella meets the Prince at the ball, but has

to leave at 12 o’clock and loses her shoe.

Name __________________________

Date __________________________
PLOT

DIAGRAM

INTRODUCTION RESOLUTION

CLIMAX
CLIMAX

RIS
IN

G A
CTIO

N FALLIN
G

 AC
TIO

N

Francine Davis

4-21-12

Cinderella lives with her mean step-

mother and stepsisters.

Cinderella fits the slipper and she

and the Prince get married.

There
 is

 a
 b

all c
om

in
g u

p, b
ut C

in
dere

lla

is
n’t a

llo
wed to g

o.
The P

rince looks all over tow
n for

the w
om

an w
ho fi

ts the shoe.

138 The Elementary Teacher’s Big Book of Graphic Organizers



McKnight c05.tex V3 - 02/12/2013 2:16 P.M. Page 139

C
op

yr
ig

ht
©

20
13

by
Jo

hn
W

ile
y

&
So

ns
,I

nc
.

Name __________________________

Date __________________________
PLOT

DIAGRAM

INTRODUCTION RESOLUTION

CLIMAX

RIS
IN

G A
CTIO

N

FALLIN
G

 AC
TIO

N
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64 What Happens?
Easy

Medium

Hard
� Grades: 2–5
� Level of Difficulty: Easy

Overview
This graphic organizer supports students in developing skills in the sequencing
of events and summarization. Understanding chronological organization is
important for students to understand texts and structures that include history,
recipes, directions, procedures, and narrative writing.

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

WHAT
HAPPENS?

FRAME # 1
To begin with, …
First, …
It started when …

FRAME # 2
Next, …
Second, …
And then …

FRAME # 3
Next, …
Third, …
And then …

FRAME # 4
After …
Finally, …
At the end, …

Fey Lafroy

3/16/2012

It started with

Sam asking 

Sam-I-am if he wants

something to eat.

Next Sam asks

if he wants to eat

green eggs and ham.

Third, Sam asks if

he will eat it 

somewhere else.

Finally Sam-I-am tries

the green eggs and ham 

and he likes them.

The students can decide the topic, or you
may assign one. Instruct the students to write
about the first event in the first frame, the
second event in the second frame, the third
event in the third frame, and the conclusion
in the final, fourth frame.

Encourage the students to accompany their
event statements with a visual or picture. For
younger students, pictures and visuals can be
used in place of written statements.
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Name __________________________

Date __________________________

WHAT
HAPPENS?

FRAME # 1
To begin with, …
First, …
It started when …

FRAME # 2
Next, …
Second, …
And then …

FRAME # 3
Next, …
Third, …
And then …

FRAME # 4
After …
Finally, …
At the end, …
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65 Time Line
Easy

Medium

Hard
� Grades: K–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium-Hard

Overview
Another sequencing graphic organizer, the Time Line supports students to
organize events into chronological order.

Instruct the students to select the important events in a narrative text or historical event. Put the date in the date blanks
and then write what happened in the corresponding space. Encourage the students to add visuals; they can also use
different colored markers and pencils for each event. This helps students to organize the information.

- J
ap

an
 b

om
be

d
 P

ea
rl

 H
a

rb
o

r 
D

ec
em

be
r 

1
9

4
1

.

- W
e 

d
ec

la
re

 w
ar

.

D
-d

ay
 o

ff
en

s
iv

e 
is

 a
 h

ug
e 

s
uc

ce
s

s
.

G
er

m
an

y 
su

rr
en

d
er

s
 a

ft
er

 H
it

le
r 

ki
lls

 h
im

s
el

f.

W
e 

dr
op

 o
ur

 fi
rs

t 
at

om
ic

 b
om

b 
o

n 
H

ir
o

s
hi

m
a

.

W
e 

dr
op

 o
ur

 s
ec

on
d

 a
to

m
ic

 b
o

m
b 

o
n 

N
a

g
a

s
a

ki
 a

ft
er

Jap
an

 r
ef

us
es

 t
o 

s
ur

re
nd

er
.

Japa
n 

su
rr

en
d

er
s

 in
 1

9
4

5
.

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

Event 1

Beginning Date Ending Date

Event 2 Event 3 Event 4 Event 5 Event 6

TIME
LINE

Date Date Date Date

Jamie Arnolds

4-8-11

Dec. 8, 1941 June  6, 1944 May 7, 1945 Aug. 6, 1945 Aug. 9, 1945 Aug. 15, 1945
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Name __________________________

Date __________________________

Event 1

Beginning Date Ending Date

Event 2 Event 3 Event 4 Event 5 Event 6

TIME
LINE

Date Date Date Date
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66 Five Ws Chart
Easy

Medium

Hard
� Grades: K–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium-Hard

Overview
Journalists answer the five Ws: Who, What, Where, When, and Why. These ques-
tions enable journalists to develop complete and informative stories. These
questions are also essential for student writing and reading. As students answer
these questions, they develop better comprehension and ability to articulate
what they know and understand in their own writing.

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

FIVE Ws
CHART

W
HO

WHEN

W
HAT

WHERE

WHY

Joe Wang

4-21-12

Ms. Patty

my

teacher

my 

School

the 

school

year

she likes

to teach

You will need to model this graphic organizer.
After they have filled out the organizer, ask-
ing students the additional questions ‘‘What
do you know now?’’ and ‘‘Why is it impor-
tant?’’ fosters personal response and greater
comprehension. I love to ask my students these
questions. I learn a great deal about their
thinking and what I need to do next as their
teacher. It is through reflection, as prompted
by these questions, that students are more
likely to synthesize what they are learning.
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Name __________________________

Date __________________________

FIVE Ws
CHART

W
HO

WHEN

W
HAT

WHERE

WHY
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67 Observation Chart
Easy

Medium

Hard
� Grades: 3–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium

Overview
This graphic organizer is useful for science subjects like biology, physical science,
or chemistry. Students need to develop powers of observation to understand
the nature of science. As the students record their observations, they are able
to develop and test a hypothesis.

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

OBSERVATION
CHART

DATE: DATE:

DATE:

DATE:

DATE:

I’M OBSERVING ______________________________________________

Sarah Dunse

5-20-11

My Plant

5-11

It began to 

sprout.

5-12

The stem

is getting

longer.

5-16

The bud is

visible.

5-18 5-19

It’s in full 

bloom.

The petals

are close

to fully 

blooming.

Instruct the students to think and brainstorm
about what scientists do. Make a list of the
characteristics and skills of scientists, remem-
bering that one of these should be that sci-
entists are good observers. Through a large
group discussion, discuss the characteristics
and elements of good observers: they need to
record details, be attentive, and guess what
might happen.
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Name __________________________

Date __________________________

OBSERVATION
CHART

DATE: DATE:

DATE:

DATE:

DATE:

I’M OBSERVING ______________________________________________
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68 Inverted Topic Triangle
Easy

Medium

Hard
� Grades: 2–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium

Overview
It’s challenging for most students to decide on a research topic that is specific
and narrow in focus. This graphic organizer provides a structure for each
student to explore a topic and then narrow it down for manageable research
and writing.

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

INVERTED TOPIC
TRIANGLE

TOPIC:

 WHAT I KNOW
ABOUT THIS TOPIC:

WHAT I NEED TO 
  KNOW ABOUT THIS 
    TOPIC:

MY FINAL TOPIC:

Bobby Strong

2/16/12

Chicago Fire

It forced Chicago to rebuild itself.

What were the effects of the fire?

How the fire

changed Chicago

Model this graphic organizer in a Think Aloud
through large group instruction. Take a sub-
ject familiar to the students and write that at
the top of the triangle. Continue to narrow
it down until you reach the bottom of the
chart. Different color markers for each section
can facilitate the students’ understanding and
organization of the topic.
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Name __________________________

Date __________________________

INVERTED TOPIC
TRIANGLE

TOPIC:

 WHAT I KNOW
ABOUT THIS TOPIC:

WHAT I NEED TO 
  KNOW ABOUT THIS 
    TOPIC:

MY FINAL TOPIC:
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69 Literature Circle Roles
Easy

Medium

Hard
� Grades: 3–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium-Hard

Overview
We all owe a debt of gratitude to teacher, author, and consultant Harvey
‘‘Smokey’’ Daniels. Thanks to him, literature circles are a well-known strategy
for engaging learners. In a literature circle, students have roles that they must
fill when discussing their assigned reading.

If you are not already familiar with literature circles, I strongly suggest that you review the following resources to get
started with literature circles:

H. Daniels & N. Steineke, Mini-lessons for Literature Circles (Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann, 2004).

The following webinar is available from the National Council of Teachers of English:

Literature Circles: Focusing on Differentiated Instruction https://secure.ncte.org/store/on-demand-literature-circles

150 The Elementary Teacher’s Big Book of Graphic Organizers
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“Captain” of the literature circle. The Discussion Director creates 
questions to help everyone understand the text. The Discussion Director
asks questions like “who, what, why, when, where, how, and what if.”

Makes sure that everyone participates and completes 
the literature circle tasks.

Draws pictures and creates visualizations of important scenes 
or characters.

Finds words that the group may not know.

Helps the circle to learn about the words that they may not know.

Discussion Director

Vocabulary Detective

Illustrator

Checker

LITERATURE CIRCLE ROLES
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70 Journaling
Easy

Medium

Hard
� Grades: 3–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium-Hard

Overview
Journaling is an important practice for students to develop writing skills and
fluency of ideas. There is substantial research supporting the role of journaling
in the development of student writing skills. It is also an important activity for
students to learn and understand new content.

It is important to model journaling with students so that they understand the expectations. Your modeling can help
them make the most of this opportunity to explore and understand ideas through writing.

Name __________________________

Date __________________________
JOURNALING

were scaring my baby sister. Afterwards, 

we went home and watched a movie

together.

What a fun day!

Hope Cladwell

12/6/12

Last weekend my family and I wentbiking. We biked to the beautiful lake.I was so tired! We decided to  
picnic on the beach. We had ham
sandwiches. They were good, butI kept getting sand in mine. Also, theseagulls kept bugging us.
My Dad chased them away because they
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Name __________________________

Date __________________________
JOURNALING
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71 Entrance Slip
Easy

Medium

Hard
� Grades: 2–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium

Overview
This graphic organizer prompts students to draw from their prior knowledge
and serves as an introduction to a new unit or topic. Entrance Slips are one
of the most frequently used content literacy strategies because they are so
adaptable. The Entrance Slip strategy is an effective tool for previewing content
at the beginning of a lesson. This activity facilitates students’ focusing on the
topic of the lesson and what they will be learning.

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

ENTRANCE
SLIP

I KNOW...

I THINK...

A
D

M
IT

 O
N

E A
D

M
IT O

N
E

Joe Katz

4-12-11

I know the

Egyptians 

worshiped cats.

I think Egyptians worshiped

cats because of their beauty.

You may want to model the Entrance Slip for
the students. Distribute the Entrance Slip at
the beginning of a lesson and give students
three minutes to record their responses.

154 The Elementary Teacher’s Big Book of Graphic Organizers
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Name __________________________

Date __________________________

ENTRANCE
SLIP

I KNOW...

I THINK...

A
D

M
IT

 O
N

E A
D

M
IT O

N
E
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72 Exit Slip
Easy Hard� Grades: 2–5

� Level of Difficulty: Easy-Medium-Hard

Overview
This graphic organizer prompts students to think about what they have learned.
When students immediately take time to think about their learning, it is much
more likely to become part of their long-term memory and personal knowledge.
Exit Slips are one of the most commonly used content literacy strategies and
also an effective means of assessment. Many teachers use Exit Slips to determine
how well students understand content. Exit Slips also make students accountable
for what they have learned.

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

EXIT SLIP

What did you learn today and
why is it important?

EXIT SLIP

ROW 1 SEAT 2

Flippy Maxwell

3/12/12

I learned that the 

sun  is the  center of

the solar system. It is

important to understand

how the world works.

Use the Exit Slip as a closure activity. Distribute
the Exit Slips and instruct students to think
about what they have learned and why it is
important.
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Name __________________________

Date __________________________

EXIT SLIP

What did you learn today and
why is it important?

EXIT SLIP

ROW 1 SEAT 2
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73 Character Description
Easy

Medium

Hard
� Grades: K–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium-Hard

Overview
Students can use this graphic organizer to develop a character to use in a
narrative story. It can also be used to analyze a character from a story.

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

CHARACTER
DESCRIPTION

MAIN
CHARACTER’S

MEMORIES

MAIN CHARACTER’S
FEELINGS OR ATTITUDES

THIS CHARACTER
DECIDES TO: 

THIS CHARACTER WANTS...

MAIN CHARACTER’S NAME

HELLO! MY NAME IS...

Peter Johnson

2/14/2012

Being a Kitty pet.

Meeting Gray paw.

Becoming Thunder clan.

Originally scared 

but then excited

and ready to 

fight

Join Thunder clan and 

fight against Shadow clan

To save the forest and  

keep his clan safe

Rusty/

Fire Paw

Model how to use this graphic organizer,
perhaps using a character with whom the stu-
dents are familiar. The students can work in
pairs or as individuals as they complete this
graphic organizer/character analysis. Students
also enjoy sharing their characters with each
other.
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Name __________________________

Date __________________________

CHARACTER
DESCRIPTION

MAIN
CHARACTER’S

MEMORIES

MAIN CHARACTER’S
FEELINGS OR ATTITUDES

THIS CHARACTER
DECIDES TO: 

THIS CHARACTER WANTS...

MAIN CHARACTER’S NAME

HELLO! MY NAME IS...
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74 Adding Details
Easy

Medium

Hard
� Grades: 2–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium

Overview
Details help us to understand new content. This graphic organizer encourages
students to add information and details from many sources in order to fully
understand new content.

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

ADDING
DETAILS

People

MAGAZINES

NEWSPAPERS

TOPIC:  ______________________________________________

Megan Dolly

4-21-12

NASA

Mr. Chemski, the librarian

They let a 

guy go to the

moon!

NASA has

its head-

quarters in 

Washington, D.C.

NASA was founded 

in 1958.

NASA replaced

the National Advisory

Committee for

Aeronautics (NACA).

NASA was
established by

the National
Aeronautics

and Space Act.

Brainstorm with the students about sources
from which we gain new information: people,
books, newspapers, and so on. Discuss how
each of these sources can help us to under-
stand and learn about new content. I like to
have the students work in pairs or groups of
three when they use this graphic organizer.

160 The Elementary Teacher’s Big Book of Graphic Organizers
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Name __________________________

Date __________________________

ADDING
DETAILS

People

MAGAZINES

NEWSPAPERS

TOPIC:  ______________________________________________
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75 Who, What, Where, When,
Why, How

Easy

Medium

Hard
� Grades: 2–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium-Hard

Overview
Effective learners, writers, and thinkers ask Who, What, Where, When and Why.
This graphic organizer pushes students to more deeply consider information
by adding ‘‘how’’. This prompts students to reflect and articulate what they learned. These questions are
essential for writing and reading text and for students to become effective writers, readers, and learners.
As students answer these questions, they develop better comprehension and ability to articulate what they
know and understand.

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

WHO, WHAT,
WHERE, WHEN,

WHY, HOW
WHO?

WHAT?

WHERE?
WHEN?

WHY?
HOW?

Marcus Jordan

4-21-12

Rosa

Parks

Began 

freedom

movement

Montgomery,

Alabama
1955

She believed

in civil rights

Didn’t give up her

bus seat for a white

person

You will need to model this graphic organizer.
After they have filled out the organizer, ask-
ing students the additional questions ‘‘What
do you know now?’’ and ‘‘Why is it impor-
tant?’’ fosters personal response and greater
comprehension. I love to ask my students these
questions. I learn a great deal about their
thinking and what I need to do next as their
teacher. It is through reflection, as prompted
by these questions, that students are more
likely to synthesize what they are learning.
The final question ‘‘How?’’ prompts students
to predict and extend their learning even fur-
ther.

162 The Elementary Teacher’s Big Book of Graphic Organizers
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Name __________________________

Date __________________________

WHO, WHAT,
WHERE, WHEN,

WHY, HOW
WHO?

WHAT?

WHERE?
WHEN?

WHY?
HOW?
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76 Beginning, Middle, End
Easy

Medium

Hard
� Grades: K–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium-Hard

Overview
This graphic organizer helps students organize story ideas and details into the
fundamental story sequence of beginning, middle, and end.

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

BEGINNING,
MIDDLE, END

MIDDLE

END

BEGINNING

Fred Fredrickson

6-2-12

Molly Moon is a sad orphan

who discovers her gift for

hypnotism.

Molly creates a Broadway

career with her hypnotism 

abilities.

Molly saves the orphanage!

You may want to use a story with which the
students are already familiar to model this
graphic organizer. Have the students use the
organizer as a prewriting activity. This allows
them to sketch the basic outline of the story.

164 The Elementary Teacher’s Big Book of Graphic Organizers
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Name __________________________

Date __________________________

BEGINNING,
MIDDLE, END

MIDDLE

END

BEGINNING
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77 Situation, Problem, Solution
Easy

Medium

Hard
� Grades: 2–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium-Hard

Overview
Similar to the Beginning, Middle, End graphic organizer, teaching basic narrative
writing and problem solving with this graphic organizer helps students to focus
and identify key information.

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

SITUATION,
PROBLEM,

 SOLUTION
SITUATION

PROBLEM

SOLUTION

Lisa Moore

4-13-11

An airplane’s flying equipment has

malfunctioned.

It could crash and people could die.

The pilot needs to crash land. The flight

attendants need to inform the passengers

on the situation and safety procedures.

You may want to pose a problem that is of
high interest for the students; for example,
‘‘There is a lot of pollution in our world’’ or
‘‘There are endangered animals.’’

Write the problem that you are modeling in
the corresponding space on the graphic orga-
nizer. Continue to model questions and solu-
tions to solve the problem using the graphic
organizer. I like to use this graphic organizer
for homework or as an assessment. As students
are studying a unit, they can identify prob-
lems and predict possible solutions through
the questions that they pose.
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Name __________________________

Date __________________________

SITUATION,
PROBLEM,

 SOLUTION
SITUATION

PROBLEM

SOLUTION
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78 Autobiography Organizer
Easy

Medium

Hard
� Grades: 2–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium

Overview
This graphic organizer supports students’ learning to organize details and
information to write an autobiography.

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

AUTOBIOGRAPHY
ORGANIZER

FAMILY INFORMATION
Family names:

Short descriptions of family members:

How your family is important to you:

Stories/description of the above
events/memories:

List your hobbies and/or special interests:

Mention any additional interesting facts or ideas that
make you special:

Write a physical 

description of yourself.

Quincy Filmore

8/31/2011

I am Quincy, I am 10 years 
old, and live in New York city.

I am tall 

with brown hair

and brown eyes.

Alice-mom Tom-dad

Mary-sister

Mom is tall with

brown hair and eyes, like

Dad, and Mary.

They help me do my
homework, and they love me.

We go on vacation a lot and
when  we do we like to go to
the beach and go to swim.

Fencing Swimming

I want to be a pilot.

Model the graphic organizer with information
about yourself. Next, draft an autobiogra-
phy that contains the information that you
included on the graphic organizer.
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Name __________________________

Date __________________________

AUTOBIOGRAPHY
ORGANIZER

FAMILY INFORMATION
Family names:

Short descriptions of family members:

How your family is important to you:

Stories/description of the above
events/memories:

List your hobbies and/or special interests:

Mention any additional interesting facts or ideas that
make you special:

Write a physical 

description of yourself.
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79 Story Builder for Writing
Easy

Medium

Hard
� Grades: K–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium

Overview
All stories have common elements; problem, solution, characters, and setting.
Using a graphic organizer to record ideas and plans for a story is a useful
prewriting activity.

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

STORY BUILDER
FOR WRITING

CHARACTERS

SITUATION                       AND                         PROBLEM

SETTING

Donald D. Ucke

20th of May

Harry Hermione

RonHagrid

Cho

Cedric

Mad-Eye Moody

Draco SnapeDumbledore

Hogwarts

The train

Harry’s house

Campground
Ron’s house

Harry goes to his

fourth year of 

Hogwarts. But,

his home is pulled

out of the 

goblet of fire & he is 

thrown into a 

deadly game.

Voldemort is

planning to 

return. How will

he get revenge

on Harry?

Voldemort

As you model this graphic organizer for the
students, be sure to review story elements.
Like house builders, writers use the story ele-
ments to create an interesting story.

170 The Elementary Teacher’s Big Book of Graphic Organizers



McKnight c05.tex V3 - 02/12/2013 2:16 P.M. Page 171

C
op

yr
ig

ht
©

20
13

by
Jo

hn
W

ile
y

&
So

ns
,I

nc
.

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

STORY BUILDER
FOR WRITING

CHARACTERS

SITUATION                       AND                         PROBLEM

SETTING
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80 Finding Resources
Easy

Medium

Hard
� Grades: 3–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium-Hard

Overview
In today’s Information Age there are all kinds of ways in which we can harvest
information. The Internet offers limitless platforms to discover, research, and
learn about different subjects and content.

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

FINDING
RESOURCES

SOURCE:

INFORMATION:

SOURCE:

INFORMATION:

SOURCE:

INFORMATION:

SOURCE:

INFORMATION:

SOURCE:

INFORMATION:

Joey Richter

4-19-12

Chicago Fire

Wikipedia Wikipedia

Wikipedia

Wikipedia

The fire burned down

most of Chicago in 

1871.

It killed hundreds

of people and

destroyed 3.3 square

miles of Chicago.

The fire started in

a barn, but no one’s

sure if a cow started

it, or Mrs. O’Leary.

The fire also spread

quickly because of a

drought and strong

winds.

The Chicago
Fire (book)

The fire spread 

due to Chicago’s

overuse of wood.

Model for students how to use this graphic
organizer to record different sources of infor-
mation. Encourage the students to use a wide
variety of sources as they record the informa-
tion in the provided spaces.
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Name __________________________

Date __________________________

FINDING
RESOURCES

SOURCE:

INFORMATION:

SOURCE:

INFORMATION:

SOURCE:

INFORMATION:

SOURCE:

INFORMATION:

SOURCE:

INFORMATION:
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81 Main Ideas and Supporting Ideas
Easy

Medium

Hard
� Grades: 2–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium-Hard

Overview
Learning how to identify the main idea in a text is an important skill for all
readers. When students are able to identify and articulate the key information
in text (main idea and supporting ideas), this leads to greater understanding
and comprehension.

Name ________________________

Date ________________________

MAIN IDEAS AND
SUPPORTING

IDEAS

DETAILS:

SUPPORTING IDEA: SUPPORTING IDEA: SUPPORTING IDEA:

MAIN IDEA:

DETAILS:DETAILS: DETAILS: DETAILS: DETAILS:

Hugh Frant

11-2-12

How the telephone is useful

Call loved ones Call for emergencies Order things

If a person

lived far

away, 

before the

telephone

you had to

wait for a

letter.

If a person

lived in

another

country, 

you could

stay

close.

Emergenc-

ies were

slowly

answered

before.

Now

help can

get there

faster to

save lives.

You can

buy food

and

services

on

demand.

Business

can then

expand.

You will want to model this graphic organizer,
and I strongly urge you to use different col-
ored markers for each of the levels: main idea,
supporting idea, and details.

As you model this graphic organizer through
a Think Aloud, be sure to articulate to the
students why and how you are selecting spe-
cific information as the main idea, supporting
ideas, and details. I think that with this graphic
organizer it is also helpful for the students
to create visualizations for the corresponding
information for each of the sections.
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Name ________________________

Date ________________________

MAIN IDEAS AND
SUPPORTING

IDEAS

DETAILS:

SUPPORTING IDEA: SUPPORTING IDEA: SUPPORTING IDEA:

MAIN IDEA:

DETAILS:DETAILS: DETAILS: DETAILS: DETAILS:
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Graphic Organizers 82 and 83: Book Reports
Overview
Students write many book reports in their school years. I have found that students are sometimes confused
about what they should record and share through a book report. Graphic Organizers 82 and 83 offer a
structure for students to write a book report for a nonfiction text and a fiction text.

Share the book report graphic organizer that you plan to use with the students prior to their reading. In doing so, your
expectations for the students’ reports are clearly articulated. Students also learn when literacy models, like teachers,
share how they read and think about texts. Model for these students your responses for these graphic organizers so that
they can benefit from witnessing a literacy model in action.

When you share these graphic organizers with the students, model how to complete it through large group instruction
or through a literacy center. Once the students learn how to use the format, you can have them work individually or
in pairs. For younger students, the class could complete the graphic organizer as a large group after a Read Aloud. For
older students, the graphic organizers may be used independently or even in literature circles or guided reading.

82 Nonfiction Book Report
Easy

Medium

Hard
� Grades: 2–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium

NONFICTION
BOOK REPORT

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

TITLE:

WHAT IS THIS BOOK ABOUT?

WHAT ARE SOME INTERESTING FACTS THAT YOU LEARNED?

DID YOU FIND THE BOOK INTERESTING? 

DID YOU LIKE THIS BOOK? 

AUTHOR:

Brian Holden

4-20-11

Blizzard! Jim Murphy

This book is about a blizzard in 1888.

The blizzard happened in 1888. It snowed in big cities like New York.

There are photos in the book from 1888.

Yes. I like to learn about weather.

Yes. The stories were interesting.
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NONFICTION
BOOK REPORT

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

TITLE:

WHAT IS THIS BOOK ABOUT?

WHAT ARE SOME INTERESTING FACTS THAT YOU LEARNED?

DID YOU FIND THE BOOK INTERESTING? 

DID YOU LIKE THIS BOOK? 

AUTHOR:
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83 Fiction Book Report
Easy

Medium

Hard
� Grades: 2–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium

FICTION
BOOK REPORT

C
H

A
RA

C
TE

R:
TR

A
IT

S:

Name __________________________

Date __________________________
C

H
A

RA
C

TE
R:

TR
A

IT
S:

THEMES:

CONFLICT:

SETTING:

TI
TL

E:

A
U

TH
O

R:

Paul Lennon

6-2-12

H
a

rr
y 

Po
tt

er
 a

nd
 t

he
 C

ha
m

be
r 

o
f 

S
ec

re
ts

 
J

.K
. R

o
w

lin
g

H
a

rr
y 

Po
tt

er

H
er

m
io

ne
 G

ra
ng

er
S

m
a

rt
, m

a
gi

c,
 f

ri
en

d
ly

, b
ra

ve

You are never alone.

Students are being petrified by the

mysterious monster of the chamber.

Hogwarts School for Witchcraft

and Wizardry.

B
ra

ve
, m

a
gi

c,
 o

rp
ha

n,
 k

in
d
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FICTION
BOOK REPORT

C
H

A
RA

C
TE

R:
TR

A
IT

S:

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

C
H

A
RA

C
TE

R:
TR

A
IT

S:

THEMES:

CONFLICT:

SETTING:

TI
TL

E:

A
U

TH
O

R:
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Graphic Organizers 84–86: Story Structures
Overview
Part of the writing process for young writers is learning about a wide variety of genres. As students learn
about different Story Structures, they are adding to their repertoire of formats that they might use for their
own writing.

When you share these graphic organizers with the students, model how to complete them through large group instruction
or through a literacy center. Once the students learn how to use the format, you can have them work individually or in
pairs to create stories based on the structures featured in these graphic organizers. For younger students, the class could
complete the graphic organizer as a large group and even act it out. For older students, the graphic organizers may be
used independently as a prewriting activity or to get them started in a writing workshop setting.

84 Newspaper Article
Easy

Medium

Hard
� Grades: 3–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium

NEWSPAPER
ARTICLE

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

TITLE OF YOUR NEWSPAPER

HEADLINE / TITLE OF STORY

STORY:

PICTURE

TODAY!
50¢

TEMPERATURE

Craig Leno

3-4-12

Craig Tribune 72

New Lunches?

The school cafeteria

is about to get rid of

chocolate milk due to

health concerns.

Some kids are angry

saying, “I want my chocolate milk!”
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NEWSPAPER
ARTICLE

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

TITLE OF YOUR NEWSPAPER

HEADLINE / TITLE OF STORY

STORY:

PICTURE

TODAY!
50¢

TEMPERATURE

Graphic Organizers for Literacy 181



McKnight c05.tex V3 - 02/12/2013 2:16 P.M. Page 182

85 Animal Story
Easy

Medium

Hard
� Grades: K–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium

Overview
See the notes at the beginning of this section.

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

ANIMAL
STORY

APPEARANCE

RELATIVES

IN

TER
ESTING FACTS

NAM
E 

O
F C

HARACTER/TYPE O

F 

DIETPRO
TECTION

HABITAT

RA
ISING YOUNG

PREDATORS

Freddy Mars

1-27-12

Can turn head

around 180° All birds

-closer to 

other birds

of prey

Have wings and

big eyes

Use eyes to

detect enemies Owls
Carnivores

–Snakes, mice, rats

Forest,

barns 

Lay eggs

Coyotes, bobcats,

eagles, and humans

See the notes at the beginning of this section.
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Name __________________________

Date __________________________

ANIMAL
STORY

APPEARANCE

RELATIVES

IN

TER
ESTING FACTS

NAM
E 

O
F 

C
HA

RACTER/TYPE O
F A

N
IM

AL
DIETPRO

TECTION

HABITAT

RA
ISING YOUNG

PREDATORS
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86 Fairy Tale Story
Easy

Medium

Hard
� Grades: K–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium

Overview
See the notes at the beginning of this section.

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

FAIRY TALE
STORY

GOOD
CHARACTER:

BAD
CHARACTER:

MAGIC:
STORY:

HAPPY ENDING:

Lauren Lopez

4-21-12

Ella Enchanted

Ella’s evil
stepmother and the

Prince’s evil uncle

Fairy Godmother

helps Ella get to

the ball

                 Ella’s mom and dad died so she
lives with her evil stepmother and sisters.
She meets the Prince while wandering in
the forest. They love each other, but no
one can know about them.The Prince’s
uncle is trying to steal his crown.

Ella and the Prince
defeat his uncle and

live happily ever
after.

See the notes at the beginning of this section.
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Name __________________________

Date __________________________

FAIRY TALE
STORY

GOOD
CHARACTER:

BAD
CHARACTER:

MAGIC: STORY:

HAPPY ENDING:
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CHAPTER SIX
Graphic Organizers for Specific Subjects:

Social Studies, Science, and Mathematics

Graphic Organizers for Social Studies
87: Coat of Arms
88: Flow Chart/Sequencing Events
89: History Trails
90: Cause and Effect in History
91: Mapping It Out

Graphic Organizers for Science
92: Sort and Classify
93: Observation Diary
94: Inquiry Frame
95: Science Fair Organizer
96: Inventor
97: Scientific Method
98: Focus on a Cycle/Process

Graphic Organizers for Mathematics
99: Graphing Organizer

100: Quantities
101: Number Placement
102: Word Problem Solver
103: Equation Detective
104: Math Factors
105: Pie Organizer
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87 Coat of Arms

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: 2–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium

Overview
Social studies, especially history, provides students with the opportu-
nity to discover how places, people, times, and events comprise major
events. This graphic organizer helps students to collect, record, analyze,
and represent important information that facilitates comprehension of
major historical events.

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

COAT OF
ARMS

TOPIC

Causes

Tony Stark

3/12/2012

Chicago Fire

wooden buildings,

a tipped over lantern

After

almost everything

burnt down, new fire

codes, no buildings

made of wood

any more

The O’Leary cow often

gets credit for starting the

fire but nobody is really sure

what happened.

300 people died,

100,000 people

homeless, $200

million in property

destroyed

Facts

Students should select a major event, topic,
or key figure. Each quadrant of this graphic
organizer can be labeled with subtopics. As
students gather information, they can record
key facts and details in the corresponding
quadrant. Younger students can draw pictures
and add key words. I strongly recommend
that all students, no matter the age level, add
visuals and pictures as a means to deepen
understanding.
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Name __________________________

Date __________________________

COAT OF
ARMS

TOPIC
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88 Flow Chart/Sequencing Events

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: K–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium-Hard

Overview
Sequencing events and information is an important skill for students to
develop, as it leads to greater comprehension of new information and
is also an important reading skill. The Flow Chart/Sequencing Events
graphic organizer prompts students to identify key events and place
them in a logical order.

When I teach students about identifying key events sequencing, I generally instruct them to identify the first and last
major event. Then I ask them to identify the events after the first major event that led to the final major events. Color
coding, pictures, and visualizations are always useful for students to better identify and sequence events as they consider
how the information is related.

Name __________________________

Date __________________________
FLOW CHART/

SEQUENCING EVENTS
Adele Swift

3-2-12

Magic Tree house: Civil War on Sunday

Jack and Annie

go into the

treehouse.

Jack and Annie

join the Union

Army.

Jack and Annie

come home

for cookies.

They find a book

on the Civil War.
Jack and Annie’s

friend is hurt

in battle.

Jack and Annie

realize that their

new friend is their

ancestor.
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Name __________________________

Date __________________________
FLOW CHART/

SEQUENCING EVENTS
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89 History Trails

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: K–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium

Overview
Students will develop the following reading strategies:

• Connecting
• Using prior knowledge
• Predicting
• Visualizing
• Making inferences

This graphic organizer offers a structure for students to use to put the stages of an historical event into
chronological order. An understanding of the key events facilitates greater exploration into the structure of
the historical event.

Are the events related by cause and effect, do they connect as situation-problem-solution, or is the story
simply one of beginning-middle-end? Recording the text and visual images of the key events also enhances
students’ comprehension.

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

HISTORY
TRAILS

Write down and illustrate the key events in chronological order.

1

2

3

4

5 6

Jack E. Faber

2-3-13

                 Charlie

dies & Jacky

decides to run away

and ends up on the

Dolphin.

       She meets Jaimy & 

his crew & they become

friends. She starts to learn

at the school on the

ship.

              The sailor

     tries to beat Jacky up

& she kills him & gets 

the name Bloody Jack.

            She is sent to a

girls boarding school with the

money she earned.

                   Jacky falls in love with Jaimy but 

  he thinks she is a boy. She tells him the truth

& they fall in love. But then after a run in with

theives the rest of the crew finds out.

                       She starts to get

        picked on by a large sailor. She

continues to be beaten up until her

teacher stands up for her.

When you first introduce students to History
Trails, select the key events through a large
group discussion. As the students recall the
events, arrange them in chronological order
and instruct the students to reexamine these
events for specific details that can be illus-
trated.
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Name __________________________

Date __________________________

HISTORY
TRAILS

Write down and illustrate the key events in chronological order.

1

2

3

4

5 6
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90 Cause & Effect in History

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: 2–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium-Hard

Overview
Understanding causal relationships is a skill that, in turn, develops
student critical-thinking skills. When students are able to identify causes
and effects, they are better able to understand causal relationships.

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

CAUSE & EFFECT
IN HISTORY

EFFECT

CAUSE
EFFECT

EFF
EC

T EFFECT

EFFECT

Galileo Figero

2-20-12

displaced people

Dust Bowl

bad farming

methods

drought

President FDR

—government

programs 

artists like Woody

Guthrie and

John Steinbeck

diseases

like dust

pneumonia

farmland

destroyed

When you introduce this graphic organizer,
make sure that you review the fact that a
cause makes an effect occur. You may want to
provide some examples of causes and effects
and model how to complete this graphic orga-
nizer.
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Name __________________________

Date __________________________

CAUSE & EFFECT
IN HISTORY

EFFECT

CAUSE
EFFECT

EFF
EC

T EFFECT

EFFECT
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91 Mapping It Out

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: 1–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium

Overview
Visualizing geographical information supports students in developing
an understanding of spatial forms and relationships. As students think
about visualizing geographical features, they develop a greater sense
of the location by placing themselves there.

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

MAPPING
IT OUT

KEY

Van G. One

9-29-11

Room 105
“How to get to the chair”

15
16

17

18

14
A

J

S

13
B

k

T

12
C
L

U

11 10 9 8 7 6 5
D

M

V

E

N

W

F

O

X

G

P

Y

H

Q

Z

I

R

1

4

3

2

105

Steps

Enter

Hall

Model this graphic organizer for the students
by choosing an object in the classroom. Point
out the details of the object and how to repre-
sent them on the map. Encourage the students
to include details like numbers, colors, or sym-
bols to create a map key.
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Name __________________________

Date __________________________

MAPPING
IT OUT

KEY
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92 Sort and Classify

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: 2–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium

Overview
Being able to sort and classify information is an important skill for
students to develop, as it in turn supports critical-thinking skills. When
students make decisions about sorting and categorizing, they are mak-
ing decisions about how information is grouped and related.

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

SORT AND
CLASSIFY

SORT THE OBJECTS INTO THE DIFFERENT BUCKETS.
NAME EACH GROUP.

GROUP:

GROUP:

GROUP:

Kate

3-11-12

Farm animals

Cows

Chickens
Pigs

House pets

Cats
Fish

Birds

Dogs
Wild animals

LionSnakes

Whale

Bunny

Deer

Bats

Model for the students how to complete this
graphic organizer with actual physical objects,
if possible. As you model your sorting and
classifying, be sure to narrate your thinking
for the students.
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Name __________________________

Date __________________________

SORT AND
CLASSIFY

SORT THE OBJECTS INTO THE DIFFERENT BUCKETS.
NAME EACH GROUP.

GROUP:

GROUP:

GROUP:
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93 Observation Diary

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: 2–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium-Hard

Overview
Learning how to pay attention to details and events is a critical skill for
scientists. This graphic organizer provides a structure students can use
to record and share observation.

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

OBSERVATION
DIARY

DATE:_______________

DATE:_______________

DATE:_______________

DATE:_______________

DATE:_______________

DATE:_______________

Michael Ferguson

10-10-12

9-16-12
9-24-12

9-28-12

9-20-12

10-10-12

10-7-12

Germination!

I can see the first

seed has sprouted.

The seed near

the side of 

the cup has

roots starting.

Both plants have
true leaves.

One plant is taller.
Two seeds

are sprouted.

Three marigold

seeds were 

planted and 

watered today.

Plants have seed

leaves. No third

plant yet.

Brainstorm with the students about what sci-
entists do and what they want to accomplish.
Explain to the students that scientists must
be keen observers and record key details in
order to answer questions and explain phe-
nomena. You may want to have students work
in groups or pairs.

200 The Elementary Teacher’s Big Book of Graphic Organizers



McKnight c06.tex V3 - 02/12/2013 2:24 P.M. Page 201

C
op

yr
ig

ht
©

20
13

by
Jo

hn
W

ile
y

&
So

ns
,I

nc
.

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

OBSERVATION
DIARY

DATE:_______________

DATE:_______________

DATE:_______________

DATE:_______________

DATE:_______________

DATE:_______________
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94 Inquiry Frame

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: 1–4
� Level of Difficulty: Medium-Hard

Overview
Students will develop the following skills:

• Previewing
• Setting a purpose
• Connecting
• Using prior knowledge
• Predicting
• Visualizing
• Monitoring
• Making inferences

This graphic organizer prompts students to develop questions for exploration and discovery.

The concentric bands facilitate the connections between previous and newly acquired information in order
to pose new questions.

It
 p

re

ve
nts cruelty to animals and advances humane education.

   
It

 is
 a

 p
ri

va
te

s,
 n

on-fo
r-p

rofit organization and it doesn’t receive governm
ent assistance.

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

INQUIRY
FRAME

Joe Walker

1-1-11

What is

the Anti-Cruelty 

Society?

After filling out the Inquiry Frames organizer,
the students can share their questions and
develop a plan to answer those questions.
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Name __________________________

Date __________________________

INQUIRY
FRAME
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95 Science Fair Organizer

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: 3–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium

Overview
Science fairs are common events in elementary schools. One of the most
challenging aspects of the science fair is identifying a topic. This graphic
organizer will help students consider and narrow their focus to select a
topic.

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

SCIENCE FAIR
ORGANIZER

TOPIC:

Matt Damien

4-21-12

Why do

volcanoes

erupt?

How can

we simulate

a real volcano?

Volcanoes

What causes a 

volcano to stay

dormant?

What places

in the world are

most affected by

volcanoes and

why?

Through large group discussion, have the stu-
dents brainstorm science fair projects. Pick a
topic and model how to narrow it to a feasible
science fair project.
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Name __________________________

Date __________________________

SCIENCE FAIR
ORGANIZER

TOPIC:
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96 Inventor

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: 3–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium-Hard

Overview
The Inventor is a graphic organizer that supports students in developing
an original idea, just like an inventor, to create something new.

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

INVENTOR

What’s
the idea?

because... because...

What
does the inventor try?

IS THE INVENTION
SUCCESSFUL?

YES NO

Clark Kentin

3-2-12

It dries

floors.

Dry 

floors while

mopping

I attached towels to the 

back of the mop. They can

be removed for washing.

In a large group discussion, you may want to
model this graphic organizer through a Think
Aloud. Choose an invention with which the
students are already quite familiar. Using the
selected invention, take the students through
the graphic organizer to model the process
the inventor undertook to create something
new.
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Name __________________________

Date __________________________

INVENTOR

What’s
the idea?

because... because...

What
does the inventor try?

IS THE INVENTION
SUCCESSFUL?

YES NO
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97 Scientific Method

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: 2–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium-Hard

Overview
The Scientific Method graphic organizer outlines the five steps of the
scientific method and provides a structure students can use to explore
scientific questions and present experiment results.

We will do Water
Conductivity

experiment on
page 124 with
buzzer and 9V

battery.

Will salt

water

and

fresh water

both

conduct

electricity?

Make an
observation

Form a hypothesis

Experiment

SCIENTIFIC
METHOD

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

Ask a 
question

Results

Lance A. Lote

5-22-13

Salt water

conducts electricity.

They both didn’t. Only
the salt water mixturedoes.

I think that salt water and fresh
water both conduct electricity.

Review with students the steps of the scien-
tific method and explain how scientists use it
to create consistency in scientific inquiry. To
model the scientific process, have the students
pose a question to explore and answer. Guide
the students to create a prediction based on
the question. Remind the students that the
prediction is a hypothesis. Model for the stu-
dents how to explore, record the information,
and be able to interpret the data the students
collected.
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Make an
observation

Form a hypothesis

Experiment

SCIENTIFIC
METHOD

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

Ask a 
question

Results
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98 Focus on a Cycle/Process

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: K–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium

Overview
This graphic organizer prompts students to identify important and
critical information in a scientific cycle or sequence.

Use the graphic organizer to model a scientific cycle like the metamorphosis of a butterfly or the life cycle of a frog.
Make sure that the students include visuals and pictures to support their depictions in the graphic organizer.

Homer Samson

2-2-12

Name _________________________

Date __________________________
FOCUS ON A

CYCLE/PROCESS
TOPIC: ____________________________________________

1

4

3

2

Chicken lays egg

Chicken looks

after the egg

(incubates it)

Egg

hatches and

chicken grows

Chicken is

growing

Life cycle of a chicken
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Name __________________________

Date __________________________
FOCUS ON A

CYCLE/PROCESS
TOPIC: ____________________________________________

1

4

3

2
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99 Graphing Organizer

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: 3–5
� Level of Difficulty: Easy

Overview
Graphing allows students to visualize information as they collect and
organize data. This Graphing Organizer supports students in visually
depicting information that is collected and displaying it in bar graphs,
line graphs, or coordinate graphs.

Have the students gather data about familiar items, like types of shoes, books they’ve read, or friends’ and family
members’ hair color. In a large group discussion, model how to display the information on the graphic organizer. Be sure
to write a title for the graph.

Name __________________________

Date __________________________
GRAPHING

ORGANIZER
Colin James

H
o

ur
s

 o
f 

S
un

lig
ht

December 1, 2012

1
2

3
4

5
6

7
8

9
1

0
1

1
1

2
1

3
1

4
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Name __________________________

Date __________________________
GRAPHING

ORGANIZER
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100 Quantities

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: K–5
� Level of Difficulty: Easy-Medium

Overview
This graphic organizer helps students learn to identify and use equiv-
alent numbers, expressions, and measurements. As students explore
these concepts, creating visual models will support their understanding
of these important mathematical concepts.

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

QUANTITIES

1

2

3

Hamet Douglas

4-4-12

1/2 50%

75% 0.75

0.2 1/5

Model for the students: use manipulatives to
demonstrate how to create equal quantities.
You can also draw equal quantities for the
students and discuss the equivalency.

214 The Elementary Teacher’s Big Book of Graphic Organizers



McKnight c06.tex V3 - 02/12/2013 2:24 P.M. Page 215

C
op

yr
ig

ht
©

20
13

by
Jo

hn
W

ile
y

&
So

ns
,I

nc
.

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

QUANTITIES

1

2

3
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101 Number Placement

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: K–5
� Level of Difficulty: Easy

Overview
A critical mathematical concept, place value is strongly related to devel-
oping students’ computation skills. This graphic organizer supports
students to visualize place-value models.

Create a larger copy of the graphic organizer for the students. This can be accomplished with an overhead projector
or an interactive whiteboard, or simply by recreating it on a chalkboard. Model for the students how to complete the
graphic organizer to indicate place value with various examples.

Name __________________________

Date __________________________
NUMBER

PLACEMENT

BILLIONS HUNDRED
MILLIONS

HUNDRED
THOUSANDS

TEN
THOUSANDS

THOUSANDS HUNDREDS TENS ONESTEN
MILLIONS

MILLIONS

Ray Johnson

4-21-12

6 4 5 7 6 1 1 0 2 9

8 9 0 2 3 7 5

4

4 6 7

1 1 4 3

2 7 0 0 0

7 9 1 3 6 0 1 7

8 1 2 7 8

3 8 9 0 6 7 1

4 3 2 1 0 0 1 2 3

9 2 0 1 6 7 5 41 6

216 The Elementary Teacher’s Big Book of Graphic Organizers
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Name __________________________

Date __________________________
NUMBER

PLACEMENT

BILLIONS HUNDRED
MILLIONS

HUNDRED
THOUSANDS

TEN
THOUSANDS

THOUSANDS HUNDREDS TENS ONESTEN
MILLIONS

MILLIONS
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102 Word Problem Solver

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: 3–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium-Hard

Overview
Word problems are some of the most challenging teaching and learning
activities. This Word Problem Solver helps students to identify and
organize the information from a word problem so that it can be more
easily solved.

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

WORD PROBLEM
SOLVER

Adam He

2-14-11

Kyle has 2 shirts and 2 pants.

How many combinations can

he make?

Kyle,

Socks,

Shoes

4 combin-

ations 4 combinations

1) S1P1

2) S1P2

3) S2P1

4) S2P2

Shirt1,

Shirt 2,

Pants 1,

Pants 2

   
   

  I
N

FO
RM

AT
IO

N
 T

H
AT

’S
 N

EE
DE

D.
.. 

   
    

    
    

     
       

WHAT’S THE PROBLEM?                      INFO
RM

ATIO
N

 TH
AT’S N

O
T N

EED
ED...                      

     DO THE MATH...                            CHECK TH
E A

NSW

ER
...

  

  A

RRA
NGE THE 

Model for the students how to use this graphic
organizer. When I introduce or discuss word
problems, I think it is especially helpful for
students to highlight key information. From
the highlighted key information, have the
students record the corresponding informa-
tion in the prompts that are included in the
graphic organizer. All students will benefit
from sketching and visually representing the
key information, but it is especially critical for
younger students.
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Name __________________________

Date __________________________

WORD PROBLEM
SOLVER

   
   

  I
N

FO
RM

AT
IO

N
 T

H
AT

’S
 N

EE
DE

D.
.. 

   
    

    
    

     
       

WHAT’S THE PROBLEM?                      INFO
RM

ATIO
N

 TH
AT’S N

O
T N

EEDED...                      

     DO THE MATH...                            CHECK TH
E A

NSW

ER
...

  

  A

RRA
NGE THE 
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103 Equation Detective

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: 3–5
� Level of Difficulty: Hard

Overview
The Equation Detective is a graphic organizer that helps students to
record and discover equations that can equal one number. The organizer
includes the following operations: addition, subtraction, multiplication,
and division.

..

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

EQUATION
DETECTIVE

ADDITION

MULTIPLICATION

SUBTRACTION

ANSWER
TO ALL NUMBER 

SENTENCES:

DIVISION

Robert S. Lee

4th of March

1+2=3
5-2=3

3

6   2=3
3X1=3

_

In the space provided, decide on a num-
ber. The students will use each of the
operations—addition, subtraction, multiplica-
tion, and division—to create equations that
equal the decided number. Younger students
can represent the quantities through pictures
and visual representations.

220 The Elementary Teacher’s Big Book of Graphic Organizers
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Name __________________________

Date __________________________

EQUATION
DETECTIVE

ADDITION

MULTIPLICATION

SUBTRACTION

ANSWER
TO ALL NUMBER 

SENTENCES:

DIVISION
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104 Math Factors

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: K–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium-Hard

Overview
The Math Factors graphic organizer supports students’ understanding
in determining the different factors that can make up a number.

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

MATH FACTORSJohnse H.

10-2-11

In a large group discussion, review the concept
of factors with the students. Have the students
select a number that will be recorded in the
center of the graphic organizer. Prompt the
students to consider all of the possible factors
that can equal the number in the middle of the
graphic organizer. Younger students can use
pictures or tallies to represent the different
factors.

222 The Elementary Teacher’s Big Book of Graphic Organizers
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Name __________________________

Date __________________________

MATH FACTORS
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105 Pie Organizer

Easy

Medium

Hard

� Grades: K–5
� Level of Difficulty: Medium-Hard

Overview
Similar to the Graphing Organizer, the Pie Organizer helps students to
organize and display data visually. The pie chart supports students in
identifying and representing the relationships between individual parts
and a whole, as in fractions.

Name __________________________

Date __________________________

PIE ORGANIZER

 PIE CHARTS ARE A PIECE OF CAKE

Jackie Orlando

4-21-12

Popular Phone Companies

Cricket

(5%)

AT&T

(40%)

Verizon Mobile

(20%)

Sprint

(20%)

T-Mobile

(15%)

Model for the students how to divide the Pie
Organizer into different parts. Explain to the
students that the entire pie is equal to 100
percent and that each section is a percentage
of that total. Use some data that will likely
be of interest to the students, like identifying
their favorite ice cream flavors or their favorite
colors.

224 The Elementary Teacher’s Big Book of Graphic Organizers
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Name __________________________

Date __________________________

PIE ORGANIZER

PIE CHARTS ARE A PIECE OF CAKE!
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