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Introduction: Bored? Look at
These Hobby Ideas!

Have you ever played one too many computer game or watched
one too many old rerun?

You just can't get into another mystery and you just feel flat? Maybe
you are suffering from boredom, that familiar accompaniment to our
automated, precooked lifestyles.

If so, you need to check out these hobby ideas. Hobbies have been
found to be therapeutic as they relieve stress and get the mind active.
In this article, you'll find hobby ideas for every sort of person, from the
intellectual to the athlete, from the homemaker to the attorney.

Many times we are bored because we have become too inactive. If this is
your problem, you might like a sports hobby. Have you ever tried tennis?
How about golf? Many people simply love bowling until it becomes an
important part of their lives.

Sports hobbies get you out of the house and often are a way to make
friends with others. Then again, some active hobbies can be enjoyed in
our own homes, such as weight lifting and doing aerobic dance to a
video.

Speaking of aerobic dance, dancing is another great pastime. When you
think of hobby ideas, don't forget the many forms of dance. Square
dancing is fun for people who like getting together with groups, while
ballet and modern dance appeal to the more contemplative souls. And
while we're on contemplation, you might enjoy doing yoga stretches as a
hobby.

Maybe we're feeling bored and listless because we've been cooped up in
the house too long. If that's the problem, here are a few hobby ideas to
get you out in the fresh air. Have you ever thought of taking up
canoeing, hiking, or trapping?

How about getting involved with an environmental group? In many
states, you can form groups to clean riverbanks and monitor water
quality, and the state will provide perks such as t-shirts, work gloves,
and first-aid kits.



Or maybe you'd like studying the flora and fauna of your region. It can
be great fun to stroll through the woods and fields with a field guide,
learning to identify each wildflower, insect, tree, and bird.

There are almost as many hobby ideas as there are bored people in the
world, because everyone puts their own spin on their favorite hobbies.
Maybe you'd enjoy decorating your house with antiques, or learning to
bake specialty breads from around the World.

Maybe you'd like to take part in a little theater production, or learn to
play guitar. What about the fine arts of weaving tapestries or painting
with oils? Candle making, soap making, and many other old-time crafts
are being enjoyed again. Truly, with all these hobby ideas, there is no
reason to stay bored for long!



Get a Hobby Kit and Learn
Something New

If you are tired of the ho-hum of life and would like to branch out
a little, maybe you should get a hobby kit.

Many different hobbies have kits that can help a beginner learn about
the hobby quickly and easily. It is not easy to teach yourself some
hobbies, but with a hobby kit, you can learn from the Kit.

For instance, if you have been wanting to learn how to do a needlecraft,
such as cross stitch or crewel embroidery, there is no better way to start
than with a kit. In a hobby kit, you will receive a piece of cloth with the
design already stamped on, yarn or floss in the proper colors and
possibly already cut to the proper lengths, and a needle.

You may even get an embroidery hoop in the kit. When you buy a hobby
kit, be sure to read on the package to see if any other materials or tools
will be needed to do the hobby.

A hobby kit is also the best way to learn a hobby like building model
cars. In a model car kit, you will get all the pieces you need and detailed
instructions. In some Kkits, you might also receive paint, a brush, and
glue, but read the label. You might have to provide these things
separately.

When choosing Christmas or birthday gifts for a young person, consider
a hobby kit, such as a candle-making kit or a rock tumbling kit. In the
fall, the stores are full of kits that could start a kid on a hobby that would
last throughout his life.

You can find small weaving loom kits, glycerine soap making kits, bead
craft kits, wood-burning kits, and art kits. There is a line of colorful
books put out by the Klutz company that each gives instruction in a
hobby and has a packet of materials for learning the hobby.

Some of the topics Klutz books cover are polymer clay modeling, hair
styling, and pompon creations. They are all cleverly written and lots of
fun.

Another hobby that can be learned from a kit is starting garden
seedlings, especially herbs. A seed starting kit typically contains a pot, a



small trowel, seeds, fertilizer, and a greenhouse dome or cover. Potting
soil may need to be purchased separately.

When choosing a hobby kit, be careful to get one that is appropriate for
the recipient. Sometimes a hobby kit is quite challenging. An example of
a difficult project is an electronics kit for wiring one's own radio. If a kit
is a gift for a child and it is too hard, it will wind up gathering dust on
some shelf.

In fact, it might gather dust even if you buy it for yourself! Consider
getting a smaller project that you can finish in a short time so you can
get a feel for the hobby. The next hobby kit you buy can be harder if you
find that you enjoy the hobby and have a real desire to learn more about
it.



A Favorite Past Time: Hobby
Ideas You Will Like

What is your favorite past time? Hobby enthusiasts know that
spare time is not to be "spent" but savored.

If you have a past time you enjoy, you will never look at your spare time
in the same way again. If you're not sure what past time hobby you
would enjoy, here are some suggestions.

Many people listen to music as a favorite past time. There is much you
can learn about any style of music. You can learn composers, famous
melodies, and all about performers past and present. You can develop
sophisticated tastes in jazz or classical music or collect a large
assortment of CD's. Music makes a great past time hobby.

A lot of people love animals. Pets of all sorts can become your hobby.
Perhaps you enjoy watching birds. If you have trouble finding them in
the trees to watch, maybe you'd like to get a pair of canaries, a budgie,
or a cockatiel.

People who live in the country sometimes become interested in raising
ornamental chickens, pigeons, or pheasants. It is very interesting to
watch a mother bird take care of a nest of young chicks. Perhaps you
can even raise some prize winners!

Dogs make a great hobby, too. Walking and enjoying a pet dog is one
thing, but breeding and raising show dogs is something else entirely.
Show dogs may require a bit of an investment, but many puppies are
free. There is also the aspect of training a dog in obedience.

Dogs give a lot of love back to their owners, too, so if you start a past
time hobby of caring for a dog, you will never be lonely. However, dogs
require quite a bit of work and attention, especially when they are being
trained, so keeping dogs is not for everyone.

Bicycles can become your favorite past time. Hobby bicyclists are
becoming more and more common to see cycling along lesser traveled
highways seeing the countryside up close and personal. Bicycling
requires a helmet and suitable clothes as well as a small tool kit for
roadside repairs.



Or maybe you would enjoy cycling on a smaller scale, simply taking fun
rides with your family. The choice is yours.

The world is full of interesting things to learn and do. Don't merely sit
back and watch TV. Get interested in a past time hobby. It's good for
your mind. In fact, it might even keep you from going senile in your old
age, if you stay active in a past time hobby. And it's a good example to
our kids and grandkids if we spend our time doing something
meaningful.



Start an Art Collectible Hobby
and Beautify Your Home

Collecting is a fun hobby, and one of the most interesting things
to collect are art collectibles. Many different items can be painted
with artwork and become an art collectible.

Hobby enthusiasts collect such things as saw blades, and wooden eggs
which have had artwork painted on. People even collect designer rugs as
art.

Another art collectible hobby is collecting limited edition plates, thimbles,
Christmas ornaments, and figurines produced by such companies as
Bradford Exchange. And of course, many people collect fine art
paintings.

The person with an art collectible hobby will probably find his or her own
favorite artists whose works they appreciate. They can choose to focus
on one particular artist, either past or present, or they can choose from
the works of many artists. On the other hand, they may collect art and
art objects around a theme they enjoy, such as cigars, wild animals, or
piano music.

One may think of an art collector as a rich person who has the money to
spend hundreds of thousands of dollars on an original Van Gogh. A
person of more modest means can collect art too, however. Post cards
are a good place to start.

Most art museum gift shops offer high quality, glossy postcards printed
with some of their more notable acquisitions. By buying those cards one
really appreciates, anyone can have an art collection.

Ebay is a good source of art collectibles whatever type of art or
collectible you fancy. In fact, if you are just starting out, the choices and
options can be overwhelming! Just remember that you can sell your own
belongings as well as buying those of others.

This should make the impact on the budget a little less powerful. Other
ideas for inexpensively collecting art collectibles are scouring flea
markets, thrift shops, and garage sales. You never know what treasure
someone else may be getting rid of.



One nice thing about art collectibles is that artists can be found in every
part of the world. The art collector should scout the local art shows,
museums, and artist's hangouts to find out just what sort of talent can
be had less expensively and close to home. Because of the local flavor of
some artwork, art collectibles make good travel souvenirs.

For instance, the artist Linda Barnicott specializes in paintings of scenes,
buildings, and landmarks found around Pittsburg, Pennsylvania.
Similarly, collectors can find local artist almost everywhere.

An art collectible hobby will keep you interested in life and give you a
home filled with art masterpieces as well. If you enjoy pretty and
interesting things around you, consider starting an art collectible hobby
today.



A Hobby Greenhouse Will Get
You Growing!

For people who would like to do more gardening but live in a
short growing season area, a hobby greenhouse is the answer.

A hobby greenhouse is not large enough to produce vegetables or
flowers on a commercial basis.

It will, however, give you a place for a tomato plant or two and some
fresh greens even if you live in the northern regions. Greenhouse
enthusiasts even have their own association, called the Hobby
Greenhouse Association, which publishes a quarterly magazine.

The organization also sponsers events and helps individuals connect to
get help with the aspect of gardening that they are interested in,
whether it's growing cacti or saving seeds.

If you are in the market for a hobby greenhouse, there are several types
on the market. The smallest type is not large enough to walk into and
must be accessed from the outside.

It resembles an old-fashioned phone booth made all of glass and
outfitted with shelves. This type is designed to fit as many plants as
possible in as small a place as possible.

The shelves are made of glass to allow as much light as possible to reach
plants on the lower shelves. Another inexpensive version of this sort of
hobby greenhouse is shelving covered with a zippered tent of clear
plastic. This sort of arrangement is great for the small-scale hobby
gardener wanting a place to keep her flowers or houseplant starts.

There are a variety of designs of hobby greenhouse that are large
enough to walk into but made entirely of clear glass or plastic. They are
often about the same size as a small storage building. Some independent
builders have started making these to sell locally.

Among national brands, one of the nicest is called the "Solar Prism." It is
called this because of it's unique construction. This hobby greenhouse is
made of a single piece of durable clear plastic which is designed to work
like tiny prisms side by side.



They trap the rays of the sun and shoot them back into the greenhouse
at all angles. For this reason, these little greenhouses are said to glow
when the weather is cloudy.

Better hobby greenhouses are equipped with automatic sensors that
open vents which allow ventilation and keep the interior temperatures
from getting too high.

These are a great labor saver, but can get expensive. Another benefit
sometimes found in nicer greenhouses is a built in irrigation or misting
system. Members of the Hobby Greenhouse Association, or HGA, have
invented many interesting designs of greenhouses.

If gardening is your hobby, greenhouse growing will interest you. With a
greenhouse, you can have the earliest tomatoes and salad greens all
year. You can also start seedlings for the main garden early in the spring
when outdoor temperatures would kill them. A hobby greenhouse can be
a good investment.



Have a Toy Game Hobby Night at
Your Housel

Build family communication and togetherness by having a weekly
toy game hobby night.

It is so easy these days to let work, school, and the business of life rule
the day, that we can easily lose touch with each other. If we get together
one night each week for a toy game hobby night, we can rekindle those
family ties.

Those families with small children will probably focus more on the toy
aspect of the toy game hobby night. Take the time to get down on the
floor and play with those youngsters. Cuddle those dollies and call
yourself "grandma" or "grandpa.”

Push those trucks around and pretend right along with the kids. If your
back can take it, let them take turns riding you like a horse while you
crawl around and neigh. Every kid loves that!

On summer evenings, try toy game hobby night in the sand box at the
park. Using an old mesh produce bag, collect a variety of suitable sand
toys to take along. These toys include various containers, a few wheeled
vehicles, toy garden tools, and cast-off kitchen utensils. In the sandbox
with your kids, you can create towns with roads, castles, or just about
anything.

Modeling dough is also a great activity for toy game hobby night. Collect
some small cookie cutters and old jar lids (for pans) and create fancy
cookies and desserts - inedible and calorie-free, of course! The kids can
turn a large box on it's side for a counter and place the goodies on
display to sell. Of course, you'll pretend to buy, eat, and enjoy!

Some fun games for family night include card games like Uno, board
games like Candy Land or Life, and dominoes. When choosing games to
play there are several things to consider.

Is Scrabble, for instance, fun for everyone, or does all the spelling and
thinking feel like work to some of the players? Does the game take
forever to play, so that some players' attention spans play out? Does the
game encourage merciless competition, like Monopoly, leaving losers
feeling left out?



It's important for kids to learn how to lose and still have fun. Don't
"throw" the game, intentionally letting them win all the time, but don't
mercilessly beat them every time either. Make it fun. If losing is a
problem for some of the kids, check out some of the new cooperative
games where everyone is on the same team.

Hobbies are also great to share as a family. Maybe your family would be
interested in pursuing musical skills together. Families make great
singing groups because their voices match well. If that's not for you,
maybe you'd all enjoy fishing.

Square dancing is fun for some families, while others enjoy playing
badminton or other active games and sports. The important thing is to
have fun together.

Having a toy game hobby night every week will help you stay close to
your kids as they grow up. It will keep the bond of love fresh and the
lines of communication open. Plan a toy game hobby night this week!



Collect and Play: Have Fun With
a Toy Hobby

Some adults never seem to grow up. They seem to retain their
childlike wonder at the world around them.

These are the adults who have started a toy hobby. Kids like to hang
around with these adults because they seem more like kids. Sometimes
having a child or a grandchild can spark an interest in toys. Be that as it
may, a toy hobby will keep a person young at heart.

Many women love dolls and never outgrow them. Some prefer baby
dolls, some fashion dolls, and still others go for antique or decorative
dolls. Often an interest in dolls will spill over into a craft interest, as the
doll lover begins to craft clothing and accessories for favorite dolls.

Sometimes the hobbyist becomes skilled at crafting the dolls themselves.
Some types of dolls that are often hand-crafted are rag dolls and cloth
bodied dolls with ceramic heads.

It is not unhcommon to find older women who have an entire room of
their homes filled with special dolls on display.

Older men, on the other hand, (and sometimes women, too) often like
cars and trucks. Antique metal cars are hot collectibles, with some older
ones being quite valuable. Matchbox cars have always been loved, but so
have the large Tonka dumptruck, road grader, and bulldozer. You can bet
the grandkids will want to play with your trucks and cars.

A toy hobby that is extremely popular is collecting Beanie Babies. These
small velour animals, made by the Ty company, each have a personality
all its own.

You can find Beanie Babies in every type of animal you can think of. A
similar hobby is collecting teddy bears. There are many Beanie Baby
teddy bears, but a teddy bear collector will probably want to branch out
to collect other types of bears.

In fact, many bear collectors have figurines and other items collected in
addition to their teddy bears.

Wooden toys are popular among adults, both to craft and to collect.



There is something quaint and pleasant about a child playing with a
handcrafted wooden toy.

Wooden toys make attractive home accents wherever they get dropped,
which is not something you can say about the latest plastic gizmo.
People who like country decorating often prefer wooden toys for their
kids.

You don't have to outgrow toys! A toy hobby will keep you young at
heart and make you a favorite among the kids in your neighborhood.
Whether you collect toys or craft them, a toy hobby is something you
can play around with!



Wedding Crafts Ideas for Saving
Money

Weddings are a joyous occasion but can get expensive in a hurry.
With wedding crafts you can insert a personal touch and hold the
price down as well.

Here are a few ideas for wedding crafts to add sparkle and creativity to
your big day.

It is not that hard to create your own wedding veil. To make this
wedding craft, you will need a length of bridal illusion in the desired
length. You will also need a comb to attach it to your hair and a hat or
headpiece to cover the comb.

Sew large running stitches about an inch from the end of the illusion and
gather it tightly. Now sew the veil to the comb. Top with hat or
headpiece. As an alternative, you can decorate a wide-brimmed straw
hat with silk flowers, ribbon, and pearls.

The bouquets and floral arrangements can also be personally crafted.
For a simple outdoor wedding, consider wild flowers. They are free and
have a charm all their own. Bouquets can be arranged in large clear
vases, with a bow tied elegantly around.

Favors for the guests are particularly appropriate wedding crafts.
Refrigerator magnets are a simple and well-received favor. A really nice
idea is to make a magnetic picture frame and include a picture of the
couple.

You could cut a frame out of craft foam in one of the wedding colors,
arrange over the photo, and glue all onto a cardboard backing. Place
self-adhesive magnet tape on the back of the cardboard. Decorate the
front of the frame with foil heart stickers and a monogram of the
couple's last name.

Bows for the ends of the pews or rows make simple wedding crafts.
Wide velvet ribbons are nice for fall and winter weddings, while satin is
more appropriate for spring and summer weddings. Loop some flat lace
in with the ribbons. In the center of the completed bow, attach some
silk flowers and pearl sprays with a hot glue gun.



Perhaps you'd like to try your hand at decorating your own cake. Check
the craft section of the department store for pans and gadgets of all
types to help you create a cake to remember. Do remember, though,
that it takes a steady hand. Be sure to practice before starting on the
real cake.

Preparing for a wedding can be expensive, but with wedding crafts, you
can take some of the sting out. Plan early, however, because it will take
a little while to make favors for everyone and all the other little details
you will want to take care of.

Maybe creating wedding crafts will even relieve some of those wedding
jitters. In any event, crafting your own wedding items is a way to have
a personal, beautiful, and less expensive wedding.



Cute Wooden Handicraft: Make a
String of Hearts

Everyone loves heart-shaped decorations. This cute wooden
handicraft can be hung over a doorway or as part of a wall
display.

Paint the hearts red, pink, and white, and you will have a decoration for
Valentines' Day. Paint them red and green for Christmas, or red, white,
and blue to display love for America.

You can leave it plain for a natural look. The string of hearts wooden
handicraft fits well with country style furnishings.

To make the string of hearts, you will need 5 wooden heart cut-outs
approximately three inches wide, a drill with an eighth inch bit and a
quarter inch bit, a small amount of raffia, two yards of 1 -1/2 inch wide
soft ribbon, two large wooden beads, and acrylic paints in the colors you
want.

The ribbon and the beads should match the color sceme you desire.
Plaid ribbons are particularly effective. The string of hearts has five
hearts side by side tied together with small raffia bows. The first and
last hearts have the wide ribbon strung through a hole on each side and
a bead strung on the ribbon.

The ribbon is knotted at the very ends, making a loop of ribbon on each
end which can fit over a nail for hanging.

The first step in making the wooden handicraft is to drill a small hole on
each side of the hearts. The two outside holes are made with the
quarter inch bit, and the other holes are made with the 1/8 inch bit.

Now paint the hearts with the acrylic paint in the colors you desire.
Acrylic paints are the small bottles of craft paint that are sold in 2-ounce
bottles in a wide variety of colors.

They can sometimes be purchased very inexpensively. Tempera paint
will work if you can't get acrylic paints. Another idea is to spray paint
them, especially if you want to use a metallic color.

When the paint is dry, tie the hearts together with the raffia. To do this,



cut four 10-inch lengths of raffia. Thread the raffia down into one hole
and up through the hole on the next heart so that they lay side by side.
The raffia should be tied in a neat bow on the top of the arrangement.

Do the same between the rest of the hearts so that all the small raffia
bows are on top. Trim the raffia ends if necessary.

Through each of the outside holes, thread one of the ribbons. Pull the
ribbon through until the ends are even. Thread the large bead over both
ends and slip it up close to the heart.

Trim the ends of the ribbon decoratively and knot them. Repeat the
process on the other side to complete the wooden handicraft. Now hang
the string of hearts wherever desired for a cheerful decoration.

A wooden handicraft like this makes a nice gift for someone special.



